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In Bobby's Name! 


Bobby Hutton African People's 
Freedom Mobile Clinic on the Road! 


See Story 
Page 3 


Ms. Dollie Mae Hutton, mother of murdered Black Panther, Bobby Hutton, receives 
award from APSP leader Junis Wilson on occassion of the unveiling of the Bobby 
Hutton African People's Freedom Mobile Clinic in her son's name. The Clinic is 
an anti-colonial program organized by the African People's Socialist Party. Bobby 
was assassinated on April 6, 1968 by pigs of the Oakland Police Department. 
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PLATAFORMA DE TRABAJO DEL PARTIDO 
SOCIALISTA DEL PUEBLO AFRICANO 
LO QUE QUEREMOS—LO QUE CREEMOS 


1. QUEREMOS PAZ, DIGNIDAD Y EL DERECHO A CONSTRUIR UNA VIDA 
PROSPERA A TRAVES DE NUESTRA PROPIA LABOR Y EN NUESTRO PROPIO 
INTERES. 


Pensamos que el ET de dos Estados Unidos de Norte Améric: 


jón por la fuerza, 
dde millones de gente Africana, Pensamos que la con- 
actual de la gente Africana dentro de los límites corrientes de los 

Unidos es colonialismo, una condición de existencia donde todo un pueblo es 
xtranjero y ajeno del estado con el propósito 

mbién creemos que esta dom- 

nación coloniales Hi base prinera delos obleas de la gente Africana dentro de los 
y que no gozaremos de paz, prosperidad o dignidad humana hasta que 

ista sea desterrada y el poder sobre nuestras vidas descanse en 


2.. QUEREMOS LOS DERECHOS AL DESARROLLO ECONOMICO Y AL EMPLEO 
CREATIVO Y PRODUCTIVO QUE PROMUEVA LAS NECESIDADES Y EL BIEN 
ESTAR DE TODO NUESTRO PUEBLO. 


Pensamos que el colonialismo es un sistema chupasangre en el cual todo desarrollo 
económico beneficia a la clase colonialista que gobierna el estado y a la sociedad a 
expensas de nuestro pueblo colonizado. También creemos que el masivo desempleo 
häbitual y bajo empleo de nuestra gente beneficia a la clase colonialista gobernante de 
los Estados Unidos y al sistema capitalista y que la lucha del pueblo Africano por traba- 
jos se debe combinar con la lucha por el socialismo y el desarrollo económico indepen- 
diente. 

3. QUEREMOS PONER FIN A TODO IMPUESTO LOCAL, DEL ESTADO O 
FEDERAL SOBRE EL PUEBLO NEGRO POR EL GOBIERNO DE LOS ESTADOS 
UNIDOS Y CUALQUIERA DE SUS AGENCIAS. 

Pensamos que tales impuestos son ilegítimos, que el pueblo negro no tiene auto- 

ridad real o significativa dentro del gobierno de los Estados Unidos, y que los gra- 
ados Unidos al pueblo negro son por consiguiente gravámenes sin 
representación. Creemos que en la ausencia de autoridad real o significativa no tenemos 
nada que decir acerca de como se usa ese dinero y que consecuentemente los impuestos 
aen del pueblo negro son con frecuencia usados en contra nuestra y otras 

tados Unidos y en el mundo. 

Pensamos que el uso de los impuestos extraídos de la población Africana para con 
struir más prisiones donde hacinarnos y emplear más policía para matarnos es criminal, 
como lo es el uso de tales impuestos para emplear soldados para intimidar y saquear las 
gentes oprimidas internacionalmente por e 'ambién creemos que el 
pueblo Africano se debe rehusar a pagar impuestos a un gobierno que usa tales impues- 
tos para apoyar y mantener dic es en todo el mundo quienes mantienen a 
sus propios pueblos oprimidos y viviendo en la pobreza con el propósito de mantener 
la dominación económica y política de los Estados Unidos y el Oeste imperialista. 


4. QUEREMOS EL DERECHO DE LIBRE EXPRESION Y ASOCIACION 
POLITICA, GARANTIA DEL DERECHO AL TRABAJO PARA EL MEJORA- 
MIENTO Y LA EMANCIPACION DEL PUEBLO NEGRO SIN TEMOR A LA PRI- 
SION POLITICA Y LA PERDIDA DE LA VIDA, UN MIEMBRO DEL CUERPO O 


LA SUBSISTENCIA. 
Pensamos que la liberación del pueblo Afri 
propios 


ramente como resultado de nuestros pi 

deber hacia nuestras madres y padres, nuestros hijos y face poe mismos orga- 
nizarnos para vencer nuestra opresión. Creemos que el derecho a organizarnos y 
denunciar nuestra opresión son derechos humanos básicos y que el gobierno de los 
Estados Unidos debe poner fin a sus intentos de destrozar estos derechos y debe 
terminar los ataques criminales a los patriotas Africanos que trabajan por el mejora- 
miento y la emancipación de su pueblo. 


5. QUEREMOS EL DERECHO DE ASOCIACION INTERNACIONAL POLITICA Y 
ECONOMICA CON AFRICANOS Y CUALQUIER OTRO PUEBLO EN CUAL- 
QUIER LUGAR DE LA TIERRA. 


Pensamos que toda la gente negra es gente Africana y que son una parte de una 
entidad nacional única. Pensamos que la libertad genuina del pueblo Africano en 
todos lados está irreversiblemente unida a la creación de un Africa independiente, 
unida y socialista. Creemos que la lucha del pueblo Africano dentro de los Estados 
Unidos, representa el frente en los Estados Unidos de un movimiento mundial del 
pueblo Africano para la liberación Africana, independencia política y democracia 
socialista, Pensamos que la lucha mundial para la liberación Africana está en unidad 
con las luchas libradas por la mayoría de los pueblos del mundo para terminar la opre- 
sión de las naciones por naciones y crear un nuevo mundo, dentro del cual las masas 
trabajadoras pondrán fin al sistema de trabajadores y empleadores y esclavos y 
dueños y poseerán y se beneficiarán de los bienes y productos de nuestra labor y ten- 
drán autoridad politica sobre nuestras propias vidas. Creemos que los amigos natu- 
rales, objetivos en nuestra lucha por la liberación Africana, independencia y dem- 

socialista son todas las masas trabajadoras del mundo—los pueblos del Medio 

los campesinos y trabajadores de Asia y Latino América, las fuerzas dem- 

s de Europa Oriental y Occidental y los Estados Unidos y los verdaderos esta- 

dos socialistas del mundo, que por consiguiente debemos tener el derecho absoluto a 
la asociación política y económica internacional. 


6. QUEREMOS LA LIBERTAD INMEDIATA E INCONDICIONAL DE TODA LA 
GENTE NEGRA QUE EN EL PRESENTE ESTA ENCERRADA EN PRISIONES DE 
LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS. 

Creemos que los hombres y mujeres Africanos encerrados ¢n los campos de 
concentración comúnmente conocidos como prisiones están allí por decisiones, 
leyes y circunstancias que fueron creadas por desconocidos y extranjeros para su pro pro- 
pio beneficio y como medio de control colonialista genocida. Creemos que tales deci 
siones, leyes y circunstancias fueron creadas y son implementadas sin nuestro 
consentimiento y son por consiguiente ilegitimas. Creemos que los hombres y 
mujeres Africanas que están encerradas en tales campos de concentración son víc- 
timas de la justicia colonialista de la clase gobernante la cual mantiene nuestra 
esclavitud y aterroriza a nuestro pueblo, y que por lo tanto deben ser inmediatamente 
liberados los representantes justos de nuestra lucha por la liberación, independencia 
y democracia socialista. 


7. QUEREMOS AMNISTIA COMPLETA PARA TODOS LOS PRISIONEROS 
POLÍTICOS AFRICANOS Y PRISIONEROS DE GUERRA EN LAS PRISIONES DE 
LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS O SU LIBERACION INMEDIATA A CUALQUIER PAIS 
AMIGO QUE LOS ACEPTE Y LES BRINDE ASILO POLITICO. 


Creemos que las prisiones de los Estados Unidos son usadas también como el 
instrumento ilegítimo para torturar, asesinar y mantener cautivos aquellos valientes 
hijos e hijas de Africa quienes por su actuación patriótica o su palabra oral o escrita en 
favor de la causa de nuestra liberación se han convertido en prisioneros políticos y 
prisioneros de guerra. Pensamos, junto con la mayoría de los pueblos del mundo, que 


es el deber de los colonizados y esclavizados resistir la esclavitud y el colonialismo y 
luchar por el socialismo y quienes lo hacen son patriotas, heroínas y héroes, que se les 
deben estimar profundamente. 


8. QUEREMOS EL RETIRO INMEDIATO DE LA POLICIA NORTEAMERICANA 
DE NUESTRAS COMUNIDADES EXPLOTADAS Y OPRIMIDAS. 


Nosotros creemos que las varias agencias de policía que ocupan nuestras comu- 
nidades son ligos del Estado colonialista de los EE.UU. que es responsable por man- 
tener nuestra gente esclavizada y aterrorizada. Nosotros creemos que las agencias 
policiacas no nos sirven pero que al contrario representan la primera línea de defensa 

na en contra de la justa lucha de nuestro pueblo por dignidad y demo- 


mente de nuestra comunidad para ser reemplazada por nuestras fuerzas de lib- 
eración cuyas luchas en defensa de nuestra comunidad y contra la opresión, demues- 
tra su lealtad a nuestra comunidad y su deseo de servir en el interés de ésta. 


9. QUEREMOS TERMINAR CON LA OPRESION POLITICA Y SOCIAL Y LA 
EXPLOTACION ECONOMICA DE LA MUJER AFRICANA. 
Nosotros creemos en la absoluta igualdad política, social y económica de las 
mujeres y los hombres Africanos. Nosotros creemos que una prucba fundamental del 
ario de cualquier organización, partido, movi- 
miento o sociedad es su compromiso confirmado en la práctica a la destrucción de la 
opresión especial de la mujer y la elevación de la mujer al lugar de compañeras y 
líderes iguales en la moción del desarrollo de la sociedad humana y como creadores, 
ideres y constructores, modeladores Ue la historia humana 


10. QUEREMOS EL DERECHO DE CONSTRUIR UN EJERCITO DE LIBERACION 
DEL PUEBLO AFRICANO. 

Nosotros creemos que la verdadera libertad, aunque muchas veces quitada, no 

puede ser dada al pueblo. mos que el pueblo Africano somos nuestros propios 
liberadores, y que tenemos el derecho y la obligació 
liberación del pueblo Africano para defender nuestros derechos polí 
sido ganados para defender la lucha y para ganar del opr 
nuestra verdadera libertad. Creemos, que las únicas guerras le 
de liberación nacional y aquellas guerras que se oponen a la agresión imperialista, y 
por lo tanto, la única fuerza militar legítima con la cual la gente negra debe servir son 
las fuerzas militares que defienden la libertad y repudian la agresión imperialista. Esa 
fuerza es el Ejército de Liberación del Pueblo Africano. 
11. NOSOTROS QUEREMOS QUE LOS EE.UU. Y LA CLASE DOMINANTE 
INTERNACIONAL EUROPEA, REPAGUE A AFRICA Y EL PUEBLO DE AFRICA 
POR LOS SIGLOS DE GENOCIDIO, OPRESION Y ESCLAVITUD DE NUESTRO 
PUEBLO. o 

Nosotros creemos que los EE.UU. y la civilización europea nacieron y son actual- 

mente mantenidos por el horroso robo de seres humanos y recursos naturales del 

su pueblo. También creemos que ese robo es responsable por la baja 
población y el sub-desarrollo de Africa y de su pueblo y de su servidumbre político, 
pobreza material, de su discontinuidad y desintegración cultural a través del mundo. 
Creemos que a Africa y su pucblo se le deben reparaciones, una justa compensación 
económica, billones de dólares que ser pagados a la Organización de Unidad 


creemos que Tepa acions tienen que s5 

que están dispersas por todo el paria y los legítimos representantes del ieai 
Africano que han sido dispersados a la fuerza a través del mundo y que aún no han 
ganado su liberación 

12. QUEREMOS DAR FIN A LA VICIOSA Y EGOISTA INTERVENCION DE LOS 
EE.UU. Y DE LOS PAISES OCCIDENTALES DE EUROPA EN LOS ASUNTOS 
POLITICOS, ECONOMICOS Y MILITARES DE AFRICA Y DE LOS PUEBLOS DE 
AFRICA A TRAVES DEL MUNDO. 


Creemos que Tos pueblos de Africa en Africa y en otras partes tienen el derecho y 
responsabilidad de resolver sus problemas, libres de la indeseable y egotista inter- 
ferencia de los EE.UU. y de los imperialistas occidentales. Creemos que tal inter- 
vención está diseñada para mantener la continuación del robo de nuestros recursos 
humanos y materiales, para mantener la opresión y la pobreza. 

Creemos que los pueblos de Africa tienen que ser libres para organizar y luchar 
para poner fin al colonialismo y neo-colonialismo sin interferencia de los EE.UU. 
del imperialismo occidental, los cuales apoyan al neo-colonialismo y el colonialismo 
en Africa y los EE.UU. y en otros sitios, y que ha derrocado líderes Africanos pro- 
gresistas y revolucionarios reemplazándolos con títeres neo-colonial 


13. QUEREMOS EL FIN A LA DOMINACION COLONIAL ESTADOUNIDENSE 
DEL PUEBLO AFRICANO DENTRO DE LOS EE.UU. 

Creemos que la principal lucha del pueblo Africano dentro de los EE.UU. es el 
derrocamiento de la dominación colonial de los EE.UU., la cual es responsable por 
virtualmente toda la penuria y privación impuesta sobre el pueblo negro que este 
gobierno identifica como el problema de los negros. 

Creemos que los problemas educacionales —desde nuestra inhabilidad de contro- 
lar nuestras escuelas y determinar la educación de nuestros hijos, hasta la educación 
de una calidad inferior y racista que recibimos, son causados por el colonialismo. 
Creemos que nuestros problemas en el área de la salud —desde la ausencia de clínicas 
e instituciones operadas y controladas por los negros, hasta las peligrosas con- 
diciones de salud impuestas por la pobreza y decisiones insensibles gubernamental- 
es—son causadas por el colonialismo, 

Creemos que nuestros problemas de vivienda—desde la escasez de vivienda ade- 
cuada para fa mayoría del pueblo, hasta las casas deterioradas y llenas de piojos son 
causadas por el colonialismo. 


ismo. Todo lo nuestro está dominado y oprimido por un poder estatal foráneo y 
extranjero con el propósito de explotarnos económicamente y sacar ventajas 
políticas. 

14. QUEREMOS LA LIBERACION TOTAL Y UNIFICACION DEL AFRICA BAJO 
UN GOBIERNO TODO-AFRICANO SOCIALISTA. 

Creemos que “la liberación total y unificación del Africa bajo un gobierno Afri- 
cano socialista, debe ser el objetivo primario de todos los revolucionarios negros a 
través del mundo. Este objetivo, cuando sea alcanzado, llenará las aspiraciones de los 
Africanos y de los pueblos de descendencia Africana en todas partes. Al mismo 
tiempo avanzará el triunfo de la revolución socialista internacional, y del avance 
hacia el comunismo, bajo el cual toda sociedad será guiada en el principio de—de 
cada uno de acuerdo a su habilidad, a cada uno de acuerdo con sus necesidades.” 

—Kwame Nkrumah 


¡A CONSTRUIR PARA GANAR LA INDEPENDENCIA EN NUESTRO TIEMPO! 
¡¡UN PUEBLO, UNA CAUSA, UN PARTIDO!! 











Community enjoys ate lo of Bobby Hutton African People's Freedom 


Mobile Clinic 





Black Star Vitamins 


The Spirit of Garvey 


OAKLAND, CA — Uhuru! My 
name is Nauddu Hallim, and as of 
July 15, 1986 I have been coor- 
dinating Black Star Vitamins. 

We who are involved in this facet 
of our struggle (economic develop- 
ment) are calling upon all Party 
members and supporters to help 
make Black Star Vitamins even more 
of a success than it has been by pur- 
chasing and selling our nutritious, 
natural and healthful line of 
vitamins. 






structures that not only meet the 
needs. of the organization but even 








the masses. 

Marcus Garvey pres to do 
this with the Black Star ship lines, 
and since that time various other 
organizations have attempted, and in 
some instances succeeded, in various 
economic ventures. 

On the other hand we must look 
at the actual and concrete needs of 
our people and see in which areas we 
as a people are lacking most and in 
which areas we as a Party can realis- 
tically be of the most service to our 
community. 

Black Star Vitamins is one such 
institution of the African People’s 
Socialist Party. With Black Star 
Vitamins we can speak to the major 
needs of our community — the needs 
of employment and health. 








One of bal main pS oe black 





As Black Star Vitamins grows, we 
will have a need to acquire more 
personnel which will give more black 
people jobs. As Malcolm X has 
stated, “When you have to rely om 
your enemy for a job you are in trou- 
ble.” So as we grow and are able to 
take on more of our people, we will 
be giving them an opportunity to get 
out from under the yoke of the 
modern-day slavemaster. 

The second basic need of health is 
spoken to in terms of us being able to 
supply our community | with lig 
p eop! e 


needs we lack because of the condi- 
tions we are forced to live under in 


e needs this colonialist society. The types 
eer mam sbe 3 o O eer SN 


buy and the types of environments in 
which we are forced to live as well as 
a lack of good health care available 
all contribute to a lack of good nutri- 
tion which brings about high infant 
mortality rates in our community, a 
high cancer rate and us dying from 
“natural”, causes at an earlier age 
than white people. 

By providing our community 
with these low-cost, natural vitamins, 
Black Star Vitamins speaks to the 
nutritional needs of our community. 
nity. 

Black Star Vitamins can be 
ordered from Uhuru House, 7911 
MacArthur Blvd., Oakland, CA 
94605 or by calling (415) 569-9620, 
c/o Nauddu Hallim. 


o E A POE or IIS RRA 
Following in the tradition of Marcus Garvey... 


‘Africans line the deck of The Yarmouth, the first ship of the UNIA’s Black Srar Line: 
All natural vitamins and minerals ¢ No Preservatives * No Sugar 
Available from the Uhuru House in Oakland O Contact Nauduu Hallim 


For more information, to place orders, for price lists or other promotional materials 


7911 MacArthur Boulevard, Oakland, California 94605 













On July 19, 1986, the Bobby Hut- 
ton African People’s Freedom Mobile 
Clinic went into service in the black 
community. 

The clinic conducted a day long. 
free hypertension screening at the 
69th Ville (Coliseum Gardens) Hous- 
ing Projects in East Oakland. The 
screening was part of an all-day event 
to celebrate the clinic’s introduction 
into the community as an indepen- 
dent institution of the black.working 
class. 

Sister Junis Wilson, a leading 
member of the African People’s 
Socialist Party (APSP) and coordin- 
ator of the clinic, moderated the 
event which focused upon the theme 
that our medical problems are pol- 
itical problems based on our colonial 
oppression. Free food was served to 
the people and entertainment -pro- 





Black Star 


Special . 
We at Black Star Nutritional Vitamins 
in our continuous effort to combat the 
detrimental and genocidal effects of 
colonialism in general and lack of pro- 
per health care, healthy environment 
and being able to acquire a proper diet 
under colonialism in particular, are 


offering a sale on a number st our most 
glen items, from Sep 


/ 


Black Star Natural Vitamins would have 
it no other way! 


Iron- L99 scr $1% neo. $3.57 
with Liver, 8-12, Folic Acid 

Strengthens teeth, bones, skin and nails. Helps 
body bulld blood. 





Enzymes :00cr. $2”? nec. $4.99 


Helps digestion of carbohydrates, proteins and fats. 


Pantothenic Acid  $2*® rec. $5.27 
Helps detoxify, gives the body energy, stimulates 
growth and fights stress. 


Selenium sotass. — $1** nec. $3.57 
100 TABS. $2** REG. $4.54 
Helps build tissue elasticity and membrane integrity 


B-6 10001. $1* REG. $3.58 
Helps build antibodies, helps digestion, helps fight 
depression, dizziness, anemia, arthritis. 














BLACK STAR NATURAL VITAMINS takes this 

opportunity to thank all of our customers and 

say BLACK HEALTH IN BLACK HANDS! 
7911 MacArthur Blvd. + Oak., CA 94605 + (415) 569-9620 























Black Star! 
Nutritional 
Supplements 





Building Economic 
Self-Reliance in 


the Black Community 


e (415) 569-9620 
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In Bobby's Name! 


Freedom Clinic on the Road 


vided by the local Oakland band, 
Living Proof, 

The highlight of the event was the 
honor and recognition given to Ms. 
Dollie Mae Hutton, the mother of 
martyred Black Panther member 
Bobby Hutton who was assassinated 
on April 6, 1968 by the Oakland Pol- 
ice Department. 

Ms. Hutton was presented with a 
plaque which read, “Bobby Hutton 
African People's Freedom Clinic pre- 
sents to'Ms, Dollie Mae Hutton this 
plaque in memory of her son, Bobby 
Hutton, assassinated in the struggle 
for black freedom. Long live the 
spirit of ‘Lil’ Bobby and the Black 
Panther Party. July 19, 1986” 

Ms. Hutton expressed 
appreciation that the 
People’s Socialist Party has r 
ialized her son. As she talk 
tears streaming from her eyes, she 
stated that Bobby was the sweetest of 
her nine children, and she told of 
how those “white people killed my 
boy.” 

Little Bobby's great love for 
African people was shown in his 
activities with the Black Panther 
Party and the ultimate sacrifice he 
made with his life. “Long Live Bobby 
Hutton!” reverberated throughout 
the park on July 19, 1986. 

The Mobile Clinic had the ser- 

> out the 
Mary 
isham showed an dedication in 


great 


African 



















The people in the projects were 
particularly pleased that the clinic 
had brought its services and were 
united with the political aspects of 
the event. 

Many of them came forward to 
shake Ms. Hutton's hand and 


“express their appreciation. One sister 


gave a $20.00 donation towards the 
Clinic's work. 

The Mobile Clinic has planned a 
follow-up screening for August 2 at 
the same site. 

The political aspect of the medical 
program was expressed by Sister 
Junis Wilson and several other 
speakers. 

The problem of health care is a 
problem of colonialism which deprives 
African people and the black commu- 
nity of any control oyer the health 
care and other institutions which 
affect our daily lives. 

It is colonialism which creates the 
stress and tension producing the 
condition of hypertension, a major 
killer in the black community. 

High blood pressure, as it is com- 
monly known, is a result of the con- 
crete conditions which black people 








are faced with — police violence, 
poor and inadequate housing, 
insufficient food and_ subsistence 


upon the drug economy. 

These conditions can be summed 
up as colonial conditions, because we 
as a people have no control over our 
community. 

In Oakland, California black offi- 
cials are overseers for white bosses 
who live in the hills or in suburbs 


_ surrounding this city. 


The struggle against colonialism is 
at the esssence of the program for 
black community control of health 
care which gives us power over ‘our 
own lives. Only with the overthrow 


(See BOBBY, Page 21) 
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Black Working Class Women Prepare 
To Do Battle Against St. Petersburg Slumlord 


by Myra Rogers and Deborah Fraziers 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — The 
complicity of the government and 
the slumlord in the city of St. 
Petersburg is evidenced by the Hous- 
ing Authority's willingness to allow 
slumlords who confess to crimes of 
bribery to continue receiving federal 
payments for subsidized housing for 
low income families. 

Such is the case in the 60-unit 
‘housing complex called Bryn Mawr, 
whose owner, Matteo Apone, confi- 
dent of little or no impunities from 
the government, turned himself in to 
the St. Petersburg Police Department 
after being charged with unlawful 
compensation on May 13th of this 
year. 

Bryn Mawr which falls under the 
Housing Authority’s Moderate 
Rehabilitation Program, which they 
say is designed to assist low income 
families in meeting rent payment, is 
owned by slumlord Matteo Apone, 
who has never made any substantial 
improvements to the complex. 

The complex goes virtually unno- 
ticed unless you are a regular visitor 
or a tenant at Bryn Mawr. For those 
of us who live at the complex we exist 
under the most deplorable condi- 
tions. Some of the conditions include 
health h: uch as the garbage- 
strewn ys and overgrown 
brush in the playgrotind which is 
always littered with broken glass. 

Most of the families living at Bryn 
Mawr are headed up by single black 






throughout t b e 
established poverty level set by the 
U.S. government. In Pinellas County, 
Florida, where St. Petersburg is 
located, the poverty rate for black 
families is 29.7 percent which is 
almost a third of the total population 
of St. Petersburg. The figure does not 
take into consideration those of us 
who have long since given up on the 
search for non-existent jobs. 









The situation at Bryn Mawr is 
not unlike problems around the 
country for black people, but it is 
important that we begin to share not 
only the experiences but the ways we 
are dealing with turning these condi- 
tions around. 

Slumlord Apone attempted to 
organize a tenants’ association 
shortly before his conviction on the 
bribery charge. Once the tenants 
caught on to the reason for this sud- 
den interest in our welfare the game 
was over, because we are not about 
to help save Apone or any other 
slumlord who adds to our misery. 

If we don’t understand anything 
else: we do understand that slumlords 
and the U.S. government represent 
nothing but oppression for black 
workers and poor people. 

How can we support the slumlord 
in anything he does at Bryn Mawr 
when our apartments have rats scur- 
rying about placing ourselves and 
our children in danger) or as long as 
sisters have to use part of the pittance 
of a welfare check to clean up the 
backed-up sewage from their apart- 
ments after it rains? Although we 
don’t have the evidence to prove it, 
we suspect the garbage and rats may 
be contributing to the number of 
children whose hair is falling out and 
whose legs are covered with running 
sores. 

Over a period of four years the 








slumlord recieved $100,653.80 in 
overpayments with the consent and 
complicity of housing official Harold 
Tabar. 

The problem the tenants have 
with the whole scam is that not one 
penny of the money was used to make 
any slight improvement at the com- 
plex. We know that the government 
will never make Apone improve Bryn 

























































Mawr and we understand that we 
have the responsibility to ourselves 
and our children to struggle with the 
slumlord and the U.S. government 
for the right to decent housing. 

Some of the women living at Bryn 
Mawr are supporters of the Joseph 
Waller Uhuru House here in St. 
Petersburg. Since we started partici- 
pating in the Uhuru Movement we 
have begun to learn much about our 
history inside this country. Because 
we do understand some things that 
affect our lives we saw the necessity 
to bring the problems at Bryn to the 
attention of the community. 

When we heard that black reporter 
Mark Willams was doing a series of 
articles on poverty we took the 
opportunity to sit down and talk 
openly about some of the problems 
black women are faced with. 

We told the reporter about our 
struggle to make welfare checks and 
tretch from one month 
e talked about how 
cooperative living is one of the ways 
that sisters survive the conditions 
here. We rely greatly on each other 
for collective childcare and for collec- 
tive cooking at the end of the month. 
Black women are doing the same 
thing throughout the country even 
though at times we are not conscious 
that we are. 

It is important to us that all the 
families in the complex understand 
what we are trying to do. We want 
them to join our struggle for decent 
and safe housing conditions. We 
must begin to take on some of the 
critical problems we are confronted 
with. 

Whatever the promise of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 meant for a small 






minority of black folks those of us 
who make up the majority of the 
black population in the U.S. did not 


benefit from it. I'm talking about- 


black workers and poor people. 
Soon we will begin organizing the 
tenants at Bryn Mawr and we hope 
to hear that tenants around the 
country are actively organizing. 
Write to The Burning Spear so we can 


Sister Deborah Fraziers holds up the mighty weapon 
of the people, The Burning Spear, as she prepares 
to do battle with slumlords. 


Littered property of Bryn Mawr Housing Projects is 


learn from your struggles and we'll 
keep you posted on what's happen- 
ing at Bryn Mawr where we live. 


FORWARD TO THE 
FIFTH WORLD TRIBUNAL 
ON REPARATIONS! 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 
BLACK POWER TO 
THE BLACK COMMUNITY! 


typical of housing conditions in African communities 


throughout the U.S. 






Black Community Unites 


St. Petersburg 


ST. PETERSBURG, FL. 
Black Attorney I.W. Wiliams 
shown here at an APSP Uhuru 
House rally is a leader and 


founder of the organization 
Blacks Against Dangerous 
Drugs (BADD). 


Williams’ group which holds 
daily rallies throughout the 
community has led the struggle 
against the chemical warfare 
against our community in the 
form of drugs. 


to Fight Drug Economy in 


BADD has also unified the 
black community, including the 
Uhuru Movement, around this 
question although the Uhuru 
Movement remains opposed to 
BADD's unity with the police 
department and calls upon 
BADD to place its emphasis on 
community education and 
organization which will contri- 
bute to the general defeat of 
colonialism which includes 
drugs and the police. 





Founder of BADD, Attorney Ike Williams at Uhuru House in St. Petersburg 


Free Freddie Roberts 
Demonstration Calls For 


An End To Death Penalty. 


OAKLAND, Ca. — A well- 
attended, militant demonstraton was 
held July 25, 1986 at the Alameda 
County Courthouse in downtown 
Oakland to demand the freedom and 
release of Freddie Lee Roberts who 
has been held in North County Jail 
for almost two years on a frame-up 
charge of shooting white Oakland 
policeman Chesley Stephens in the 
back of the head while running in 
front of him. 

The demonstrators were able to 
raise up high the popular political 
slogans, demanding the freedom of 
Freddie Lee Roberts and an end to 
the death penalty. 

The demonstration lasted for an 
hour before the actual court hearing 
where Freddie Lee Roberts appeared. 
At this hearing many people from 
our Movement and from the commu- 
nity where Freddie once lived were 
there along with supporters from the 
African People’s Solidarity Commit- 
tee (APSC), white workers in support 
of the freedom of black people. 

Omowale Kefing, representing 
the Uhuru House spoke on Roberts’ 
case along with Penny Hess, chair- 
woman of the APSC. In addition 
there was present a spokesman from 
the American Indian Movement 
(AIM), who spoke on behalf of the 
release of Freddie Lee Roberts and 
also called for the freedom of Leon- 


ou 
demonstration that had the Ala- 
meda County Sheriff and Oakland 


harassed demonstrators throughout 
claiming improper use of the bull- 
horn and improper handling of the 
large banner that was brought along 
and placed on the side of the walls of 
the Courthouse. 

Inside the courtroom where Fred- 
die Lee Roberts appeared along with 
presiding colonial Judge Richard M. 
Haugner, motions were being set by 
Freddie’s lawyer around the three 
special circumstances that the State 
is charging Freddie Lee Roberts with 
in order to give him the death penalty. 

These three circumstances are (1) 
Hiding and waiting; (2) Running 
from a police officer in the line of 
duty; (3) Not obeying a policeman's 
command, 

If these motions do not show pos- 
sible eradication of all of the three 
circumstances, then Freddie can face 


‘the death penalty. 


Three upcoming events spon- 
sored by the African National Repar- 
ations Organization (ANRO) are a 
way that people who are interested in 
participating in the case of Freddie 
Lee Roberts can get involved. They 
are as follows: 


Friday, August 1, 7:30pm 

Forum: The Death Penalty in 
the U.S. — The Case of Freddie 
Lee Roberts. Uhuru House, 7911 
MacArthur Blvd., Oakland, CA 

Speakers: Dorsey Nunn, Prison 
Law Project; Bernice Shortridge, 
People for Justice in the Jails & Prisons 
and Against the Death Penalty; 
Jamiah Mbenga, African National 
Reparations Organization; Special 
Guest Speaker, Mrs. Dollie Mae 
Hutton, Mother of Assassinated 
Black Panther, ‘Lil’ Bobby Hutton. 








Saturday, August 16 
National Conference on Pol- 
itical Prisoners and Prisoners of 
War. Birmingham, Alabama (See 
Page 7) 
Saturday, October 25 
ANRO Tribunal. Uhuru House, 
7911 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland, CA 


Since the Uhuru Movement has 
worked with the Roberts case, massive 
amounts of leaflets and posters have 
been distributed throughout this city 
to a point where the majority of people 
who live in Oakland are familiar with 
the case. 

In our visits with Freddie, he has 
commented on how when new 
inmates come into the jail or when 
they hear his name, they can identify 
with him and his case. 

This is an indication of the amount 
of work that has been done in the 
streets of Oakland to get the word out. 

Presently problems with our 
Movement's inability to raise funds 
to pay lawyers who have previously 
worked on the case of Freddie Lee 
Roberts is seriously jeopardizing our 
ability to provide the best legal defense 
possible. 

Dennis Cunningham, an out- 
standing Movement lawyer who had 
been active in the work around Fred- 


to him. 


But the appointment of the Public 
Defenders is another clear indication 
of the State's continuing efforts at 
making the frame-up work. This is 
revealed by the State's refusal to 
appoint Cunningham as defense 
attorney which would have made 
him eligible to be paid by the State. 

They used a technicality to deny 
Freddie the representative of his 
choice. Because although the Ala- 
meda County District Attorney's 
Office is allowed to waive county res- 
idency requirement stipulations to 
appoint lawyers from outside Ala- 
meda County, (Cunningham is from 
San Francisco County), and it is 
commonplace to do so, in this 
instance they chose to hold up the 
residency stipulations in denying 
Cunningham the appointment. 

This was done not withstanding 
the fact that new lawyers would have 
to begin from scratch. 

Other developments in the Rob- 
erts case include recent revelations 
that Stevens, the dead cop, had been 
suspended from the Oakland Pig 
Department for more than a year for 
brutally beating a handcuffed black 
prisoner. 

The pigs and the media had kept 
this fact undercover, and it was only 
revealed last month when Stevens’ 
widow filed suit to get back pay while 
he was suspended. 

We also learned last month that 
Michael Clark, one of the pigs who 
was chasing and shooting at Freddie, 
and who is the people’s prime suspect 
as to who shot Stevens, has been 
fired from the department, they say, 
for falsifying his application to join 
the pigs. 

In the meanwhile, we will con- 
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Militant July 25 Free Freddie Roberts demonstration at Alameda County 
Courthouse in Oakland. 


tinue to mobilize the community in 
support of Roberts and against the 
Oakland Police Department and the 
death penalty. 

We request of you, the readers 
and supporters of The Spear and 
justice, to contribute financially so 
that we can rehire Dennis Cunning- 
ham as defense lawyer 

We also request that you write let- 
ters to Judge Richard Haugner 
demanding 





Letters should be sent to Judge 
Richard Haugner, Dept. 11, 7th 
Floor, Alameda Superior Court, 
1225 Fallon St., Oakland, CA 94612. 

Please send copy of letters to 
ANRO, 7911 MacArthur Blvd., 
Oakland, CA 94605. 


FREE FREDDIE ROBERTS! 
CLARK DID IT! 
PUT THE PIGS ON 





Reparations Now! 


Black People vs. 
the U.S. Government 


Fifth Session of the 
World Tribunal 
On Reparations 

For Black People 
in the U.S. 


November 15 and 16 
Philadelphia, PA 


Contacts: 


ANRO 
503 S. 52nd St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19131 
(215) 472-2002 


ANRO 
1438 16th St. So. 


St. Petersburg, FL 33705 


(813) 895-1551 





ANRO 
7911 MacArthur Bivd. 
Oakland, CA 94605 
(415)569-9620 


ANRO 
P.0. Box 33 
Akron, OH 
(216) 434-9707 







ut 
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Nicaragua Wins Against U.S. In 


International Court of Justice! 
Africans in U.S. Also Take U.S. to Court 


On the 26th of June, the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice in the Hague 
handed down a ruling that found the 
United States guilty of making illegal 
war against Nicaragua. 

As Omowale Kefing of the African 
People’s Socialist Party (APSP) stated 
at a Burning Spear Community 
Forum commemorating the seventh 
anniversary of the Nicaraguan 
Revolution at the Uhuru House on 
July 18, “This victory before the 
World Court is an important accom- 
plishment of the Nicaraguan Revol- 
ution. In addition, it is a funda- 
mental victory for the struggling 
peoples of the world. For the World 
Court has affirmed the importance of 
international law, and has identified 
the United States as an international 
outlaw. Thus, the legitimacy of all 
struggles for national liberation is 
upheld. This World Court decision is 
a major political victory for the 
world’s toiling masses.” 

Since the victory of the Sandin- 
ista popular Revolution in July of 
1979, the Nicaraguan people h: 
been under constant attack by U.S. 
imperialism. In the 1970s, the U.S. 
vas still falling back in face of the 














MO 
liberation of the former Portuguese 
colonies in Africa, the Grenada Rev- 
olution, and the Nicaraguan Revo- 
lution in Central America. 

The war against Nicaragua has 
been a keypin in the Reagan doctrine 
of creating rightist wars in order to 
take the initiative away from advan- 
cing national liberation. 

The Reagan Doctrine included 
the domestic military assault against 
the black liberation struggle. Indeed 
the Oakland district attorney who 
spearheaded the COINTELPRO 
assault against the Black Panthers, 
Ed Meese, was named top cop, U.S. 
Attorney General. 

When the United States-spon- 
sored, counterrevolutionary fighters 
suffered their first military set-backs 
in 1982, the Central Intelligence 
Agency sent attack boats from El 
Salvador into Nicaragua’s Gulf of 
Fonseca and bombed the Port of 
Corinto as well as mining the har- 
bor. 

In the following years, the U.S. 
has continued funding the counter- 
revolutionary (Contra) forces, pro- 
viding training and logistical support 
(including spy flights overhead which 
relay photographs of Sandinista 
troop positions), funding terrorist 
manuals and a pro-United States 
newspaper, La Prensa, printed in 
Managua. 


The World Court decision, while 
it was rejected immediately by the 
United States, is significant because 
it exposes these crimes of the U.S. 
The U.S. government claimed that its 
actions in Nicaragua or anywhere in 
Latin America constitute self- 
defense. They refused therefore to 
even show up in court. The Court 
went ahead with the trial anyway, 
beginning in 1984. While US. pro- 


paganda howls that anyone struggl- 
ing for liberation is a terrorist, the 
highest court of international law 
has officially declared that US. 
policy and actions are terroristic. 


The complaint brought by Nica- 
ragua in 1984 charged that the US. 
recruits, arms, finances and supplies 
troops which under U.S. direction 
attack Nicaraguan territory. The 
US. directs attacks against Nica- 
tagua by land, sea and air. It 
encroaches on its territorial waters, 
interferes in its internal affairs, kills, 
wounds and kidnaps Nicaraguan citi- 
zens. The judges of the World Court 
in June ruled that the US. violated 
obligations under international law 
to refrain from using force against 
another nation, to respect the 
sovereignty of other states, to refrain 
from intervening in their affairs, to 
refrain from disrupting peaceful 
maritime trade and to abide by the 
Friendship, Trade and Navigation 
peed signed by the two nations in 
I z 


+ The court, with justices represent- 
ing 15 nations from around the 
world, also ordered the United States 
to cease and desist from these actions 





Everything about this struggle for 
international law is more than fam- 
iliar to African people, because the 
case of the kidnapping, forced 
enslavement and continuing colonial 
bondage of Africans in the US. has 
raised the question of international 
law and morality again and again. 

At the League of Nations, and 
again at the founding of the United 
Nations, black people in the US. 
presented our case for sanctions 
against the U.S. as well as for repara- 
tions. 

And the International Tribunal 
on Reparations for Black People in 
the US., beginning in 1982, has con- 
tinued this struggle. In fact, this is 
the reflection, in the arena of 
international law, of the objective 
basis for unity between Africans in 
the U.S. and other oppressed and col- 
onized peoples throughout the world 
fighting U.S. imperialism. It is why 
the African People’s Socialist Party 
has fought alongside the Sandinistas 
since before the 1979 triumph and 
recognizes the Nicaraguan struggle as 
ours in this critical time. 

At the Black Reparations Tribu- 
nal in 1982, called in New York 
before a panel of international judges 
and held under strict rules of evi- 
dence and documentation, Omali 
Yeshitela as the People’s Advocate 
had this to say about the importance 
of such international law: 

“This World Tribungl, the people 
present and our international obser- 
vers, must affirm the authority and 
legality of these proceedings, other- 
wise there will be no peace on the 
face of this earth, for the oppressed 
and colonized African community in 
this country has demonstrated over 
and over again that we will fight for 
our freedom. Indeed, U.S. prisons are 
filled with the sons and daughters of 





Judges shown here at the Third Session of the World Tribunal 
on Reparations for Black People in the U.S. are participants of 
the tradition of our people for revolutionary justice from U.S. 
imperialism. 


our struggle for freedom. This World 
Tribunal must affirm the legality of 
these proceedings in order to validate 
within the international community 
those whose love of freedom is so 
great that they would put their lives 


pursuit and defen: 
“Sisters and Mochen, Africare: 
and Peoples of the World: 


“To do less than this, to withhold 
the right to justice to the powerless, 
to those whose greatest victimization 
has been the forced theft of liberty, of 
self-determination, of State power, is 
to give countenance to international 






(See e NICARAGUA, Page 2 2) 


APSP Celebrates 7th Year 
of Nicaraguan Revolution 


OAKLAND, Ca. — On July 18, 
the African People’s Socialist Party 
(APSP) in its Burning Spear Commu- 
nity Forum commemorated the 
seventh anniversary of the Sandi- 
nista Revolution in Nicaragua. 

At this forum, sponsored by the 
African People’s Socialist Party in 
Oakland, California, Omowale Kef- 
ing of the APSP and Penny Hess of 
the African People’s Solidarity Com- 
mittee were the event’s keynote 
speakers. A video entitled “Los 
Desplazados” from Nicaragua was 
shown. 

While the U.S. imperialist media 
distorts the image of the Nicaraguan 
Revolution by portraying the Nica- 
raguan people as dissatisfied with the 
revolution, the video showed the 
outstanding unity of the Nicaraugan 
people with their own revolution. 

Omowale Kefing spoke of the soli- 
darity and unity between the APSP 
and the Frente Sandinista de Libera- 
cion Nacional (FSLN). He pointed 
out that the Sandinista Revolution 
was our revolution. He demonstrated 
how the APSP provided political and 
material assistance to the FSLN long 
before the Revolution was headline 
news and became the fashionable 
thing among leftists in the U.S. 

He spoke of the necessity of the 
Black Liberation Movement in this 
country taking on its responsibility 
of confronting U.S. imperialism 
within U.S. borders and carrying our 
own weight. Presently our weight is 
being carried by the Nicaraguan peo- 


ple because of the general weakness 
of the Black Liberation Movement at 
the present time. 

Penny Hess gave a stirring speech 
about the true role of solidarity in 
any revolutionary movement. She 
sharply condemned the North Ameri- 
cans shown in the video who trav- 
eled to Nicaragua with a charity atti- 
tude rather than having an anti- 
imperialist posture. Such a stance 
means confronting U.S. imperialism 
from within U.S. borders and 
demands that North Americans 
unite with the leadership of the anti- 
colonial struggle of African people 
inside U.S. borders. 

Hess declared that North Ameri- 
can solidarity meant the returning of 
stolen resources to the oppressed and 
colonized peoples. Charity, on the 
other hand, means that North 
Americans workers can continue to 
live comfortable and relatively 
wealthy lives while offering bits of 
the stolen wealth back to the colo- 
nized to ease their own consciences. 
Solidarity is therefore a duty and 
responsibility, asserted Hess. 

The forum demonstrated the con- 
tinued support and solidarity of the 
APSP with the FSLN especially in 
light of the most recent victory by 
the Sandinistas in the World Court 
against U.S. imperialist aggression 
against the Nicaraugan Revolution. 


LONG LIVE THE 
NICARAGUAN REVOLUTION 


DEATH TO IMPERIALISM! 
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Free Mafundi Lake and 
All Political Prisoners 
and Prisoners of War 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — On Sat- 
urday, August 16, Mafundi’s Defense 
Committee will sponsor a national 
conference on Political Prisoners 








Conference on 
Political Prisoners 
and Prisoners of War 








the South where often times our fight- 
ers like Mafundi Lake are allowed to 
languish in prison in isolation from 
the entire movement and unheard of 


AI 


and Prisoners of War In The 
U.S.A, The conference is scheduled 
for Miles College in Birmingham, 
Alabama. 

The Mafundi Defense Committee 
is a black grassroots organization 
which is organized around the case of 
Richard Mafundi Lake, a longtime 
and acknowledged black leader in 
the prison system and in Birming- 
ham, Alabama. 

In 1983, immediately following a 
powerful national African Liberation 
Day demonstration and rally in Bir- 
mingham, Mafundi was framed up 
on a rape charge, selectively tried 
and convicted under the Alabama 
“Habitual Criminal Law” and sen- 
tenced to “life without the possibility 
of parole.” (The Habitual Criminal 
Law calls for a mandatory life with- 
out possibility of parole upon a third 
felony conviction). 

Mafundi's two prior felony con- 
victions include a $38.00 frame-up 
robbery conviction for which he 
spent 13 calendar years in Alabama's 
infamous Atmore prison camp and a 
politically motivated “assault on a 
police officer” felony conviction 
which he served a year on. 

In fact there is documented evi- 
dence which pe that the BEES 
involved in both 


despite the (en that FBI an had no 
jurisdiction over either case. 


ple of ee O RS 











Black Liberation Movement around 
our freedom fighters who languish in 
prisons through this country. 

Because despite the fact of Mafun- 
di’s tremendous contributions to the 
Black Revolution, despite his many 
sacrifices, and despite his unwavering 
and uncompromising stance in the 
face of our hostile and ruthless 
enemy, Mafundi had to go to trial 
without an attorney, and even now 
in the appeal stages of his case he has 
no lawyer. 

But nonetheless, Mafundi, even 
while presently locked up is organiz- 
ing and making struggle in the inter- 
est of black people inside the Ala- 
bama prison system. Presently he has 
the prison system in court around 
prison conditions and the dehuman- 
izing treatment of visitors. 

So, indeed the African People’s 
Socialist Party is very pleased to see 
this much needed conference occur 
for Mafundi’s sake and for several 
other reasons also. Among them are: 

First, that this conference is being 
initiated and organized from the 
black working class community 
means necessarily that the question 
of black political prisoners and pris- 
oners of war will be raised for serious 
discussion, and at minimum a pro- 
grammatic agreement should be 
reached to once again prioritize the 
question within the Black Liberation 
Movement. 

Second, that it offers the Black 
Liberation Movement another 
opportunity to do united concrete 
work around a question which ought 
to be fundamentally important to all 
of us. 

And third, that it is happening in 























by the general African population in 
the US. 

There are other reasons that the 
August 16 conference is significant. 
The aforementioned reasons how- 
ever are extemely important strate- 
gically to building our movement 
and defining for ourselves how we 
make the struggle around political 
prisoners and prisoners of war. 


So, stategically the question of J 


freeing political prisoners and 
prisoners of war must be bound to 


the questions of building the move- [I 


ment, organization, and the destruc- 
tion of U.S. domestic colonialism. 

The African People's Socialist 
Party is certain that the correct 
approach to the question of political 
prisoners and prisoners of war, like 
the approach to other questions 
which are fundamental to our libera- 
tion, must keep the destruction of 
U.S. domestic colonialism as the focal 
point of our movement even as we 
struggle to free individuals who are 
locked down. 

This is so because of our respon- 
sibility is to win the African masses 


inside U.S. borders toa generalized 













ps black pia Thus a an dis 
standing that the prison walls must 
o and our freedom fighters 


In the meanwhile we must fight 
for revolutionary black organization 
around the question of prisons, pol- 
itical prisoners and prisoners of war. 

In 1979, the African People's 
Socialist Party had built such as 
organizations, the African National 
Prison Organization of which 
Mafundi was National Coordinator. 

Such an organization, capable of 
uniting the whole black movement 
in action around the prison question 
in general, will also have the capacity 
to hold up and struggle for the free- 
dom of Herman Bell, Sundiata Acoli, 
Dhoruba Moore, Albert Washington 
and other Black Liberation Army 
fighters. We must hold up and strug- 
gle for the freedom of Ramona Africa 
and all the other imprisoned 
members of the MOVE family and 
the different political prisoners and 
prisoners of war who our enemy 
holds in maximum captivity. 

This approach will also open up 
the question of other colonially 
oppressed peoples whose freedom 
fighters U.S. prisons also hold. 

In addition international recogni- 
tion and support for African political 
prisoners and prisoners of war would 
surely be forthcoming. 

Hopefully, the movement will 
unite with the Birmingham confer- 
ence and come prepared to go to 
work together and build the move- 
ment and organization to free all 
black political prisoners and pris- 
oners of war. 


FORWARD TO BIRMINGHAM! 


FREE MAFUNDI AND 
ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS 
AND PRISONERS OF WAR! 
































. in the U.S. 
with workshops on: 


e An Historical Analysis of Political 
Prisoners and P.O.W.’s in the U.S. 

e Neo-Colonialism 

è Organizing a Defense Committee 

è The Political Attorney 

e COINTELPRO 

e The Family of the Political Prisoner/P.O.W. 

è Representatives from Defense Committees 
of Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War 

.and other topics! 


A e iS but one rational solution to injustice and 


ramos pocounge. you so saco the, conse on DON! 
prisoners and a wl in Birmingham, Alabama, on August 16, [] 
, we in solidarity, and actively supportive of J 
all national. aa ial struggles for freedom and human dignity. q 
The purpose of this conference is to bring political activists together from all 
ethnic groups to take on the issue of political 
prisoners and p.o.w.'s in the U.S. My greatest 
hope is that the conference will be successful 
and that we can transcend our petty differences 
and our colossal egos, and make this a truly 
historic conference.” 
— Mafundi Lake 


at is the implementation f 
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TO BE HELD AT: 
The Learning Resource Center 
Miles College Campus 
Birmingham, Alabama 





Reg. Fee 
$1000 





For more info., 

for housing and 

to send donations 
- contact: 


SSI 
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Mafundi's 
Defense 
Committee 
P.O. Box 955 
Birmingham, 
Alabama 35201 


(205) 326-0469 
(205) 322-0102 
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Peruvian Revolutionaries Slaughtered; 
U.S. Army Occupies Bolivia 


On June 18, the government of 
Peru attacked three prisons, murder- 
ing between 300 and 400 political 
prisoners. This attack, directed 
especially against the captured 
fighters of the Communist Party of 
Peru (known as the Sendero Lumi- 
noso, or in English the Shining Path 
guerrillas), was an attempt to smash 
the continued and determined 
resistance of the peasants of the 
Andes mountains and the Amazon 
Basin. 

A few weeks following this attack, 
the United States sent a military 
force of combat troops and counter- 
insurgence Blackhawk helicopters in- 
to the mountains of Northeast 
Bolivia. This force, supposedly set up 
to flush out cocaine factories, is the 
beginning of direct military interven- 
tion to control the same popular 
resistance in Bolivia. 

In fact, the U.S. military forces 
have already signed agreements with 
neighboring Peru and Colombia to 
allow the intervention troops to 
move freely over the borders in pur- 
suit of their quarry. 

The intervention force in Bolivia 
is sponsored by the U.S. Department 
of State’s Narcotics Control Pro- 
gram. But this program is only the 
international front of the Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA), 
a special domestic military force set 





















sored the drug economy ko ig Afri- 
cans dependent and disarmed, it has 
created a nationwide “drug war” to 
justify stationing of armed mili- 
tary forces across the U.S. in black 
communities. 

The Bolivia and Amazon Basin 
intervention was decided on at the 
highest levels in the U.S. govern- 
ment. The proposed intervention 
was sponsored by the CIA represen- 
tative in the U.S. government, Vice 
President George Bush. 

The Secretary of War, Caspar 
Weinberger, and the Secretary of 
Justice, former Oakland and anti- 
Black Panther Party prosecutor 
Edwin Meese, signed a special notice 
declaring that the situation in Bolivia 
was an “emergency circumstance” 
and justified direct U.S. military 
action. 

The president of Bolivia, Victor 
Paz Entenssoro, signed a special 
statement giving U.S. soldiers “diplo- 
matic immunity,” meaning that they 
would not be subject to any Bolivian 
sanctions for military acts carried out 
against the Bolivian people. 

The entire Andes region of South 
America is historically a center of 
tremendous popular resistance. In 
fact, it is the area that Che Guevara 
and other Latin American interna- 
tionalists recognized as having the 
greatest potential for winning the 
national liberation struggle in the 
late ’60s. Bolivia was where Che led a 
guerrilla column through 1967, 
where the CIA carried out its most 
aggressive counterinsurgency cam- 
paign, and where Che was captured 
and murdered in October of 1967. 

Today the resistance struggles are 
strongest in Peru and Colombia. In 
Peru, the Sendero Luminoso repre- 
sents an independent and revolu- 








U.S. Transport Plane on Bolivian soil delivering troops and military hardware. 





tionary movement that has a strong 
ene in the peasantry. They have 
been carrying out a successful stra- 
tegy of people’s war for six years. 
This came to international attention 


munist struggle for national libera- 
tion. 

As the Pope flew in to Peru, the 
Sendero Luminoso cut off electricity 
to the area. With the airport blacked- 
out, all that could be seen was an 
enormous shining hammer and sickle 
blazing down from the mountains 
where the guerrillas were operating. 


In Colombia the M-19 guerrilla © 


movement has fought the govern- 
ment to a stalemate over the past 10 
years. Recently when M-19 guerrillas 
took over the supreme court building 
to demand the freedom of political 
prisoners, the government responded 
with an armed assault that killed the 
guerrillas as well as virtually their 
entire supreme court. 

The Peruvian massacres occurred 
at the prison known as Lurigancho 
in the capitol, as well as at a penal 
island called El Fronton and the 
Santa Barbara women's prison in the 
port city of Callao. 

The prisoners in these centers 
were extremely well-organized, carry- 
ing out regular programs of political 
education as well as physical training 
and productive work. Like many 
prisons in the U.S., Lurigancho 
prison had a population which was 
90 percent people who had never 
been convicted of a crime. In fact, 70 
percent of prisoners in Peru have 
never been convicted. 

Because the prisoners continued 
to resist and to build the popular 
movement in spite of torture and iso- 
lation, the government launched a 
full-scale assault. Meeting resistance 
from the prisoners, they brought in 
military helicopters and bombarded 
the island prison with navy artillery. 

The attack on the Peruvian pris- 
ons occurs as part of the same cam- 
paign carried out by the U.S. inter- 
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vention tioops in Bolivia. It also 
represents the criminal complicity of 
the social democrats (liberal social- 
ists) in the regional schemes of U.S. 
imperialism. The President of Peru, 
Alan Garcia, is a member of the so- 
called Socialist International, which 
also includes French president Fran- 
cois Mitterand and German former 
premier Willy Brandt. 

When Garcia was elected, he was 
hailed by social democrats, including 
the Communist Party USA and the 
League for Revolutionary Struggle, 
as well as newspapers such as the 
Guardian, as a progressive and a 


democrat. But Garcia is the social 
democrat, which in the colonies 
means the neo-colonialist. Just like 
Mayor Wilson Goode in Philadel- 
phia, it was Garcia who ended up 
dropping the bomb. 

In fact, the attack on Lurigancho, 
Santa Barbara, and El Fronton was 
carried out just a few days before the 
Socialist International was to meet in 
Peru, its first meeting in Latin 
America. And during the interna- 
tional meeting, the delegates praised 
the massacfe as a necessary blow “for 
democracy and against terrorism.” 

In fact, the head of the Socialist 
International, Willy Brandt, was 
echoed by his good friend and fellow 
Bohemian Grove club member 
George Schultz, the U.S. Secretary of 
State. Schultz declared that the 
massacres were justified, since the 
human rights of the people needed to 
be secondary to the cause of the 
struggle “against terrorism.” 

The massacres at the Peruvian 
prisons and the intervention in 
Bolivia represent the current Reagan 
strategy of counter-insurgency in the 
Andes and Amazon Basin region. 
They are tactics that are well-known 
in the black community: massive 
buildup of the prison population, 
declarations about a terrible drug 
war, military forces establishing mar- 
tial law to control the population, 











All these signs of repression are 
only indications of the tremendous 
social movements for popular power 
that are brewing in the mountains of 
South America and the flatlands of 
the U.S. cities. 

The political prisoners of Peru 
smuggled out a banner wth a greeting 
to political prisoners in the U.S. in 
May 1983, precisely because they 
understand this, because they see the 
Black Revolution in the U.S. as their 
main ally in the struggle against U.S. 
imperialism. Their message to U.S. 
prisoners declared: 

“The prisoners of war of ‘El Fron- 
ton,’ the sinister concentration camp 
where the Peruvian reactionaries 
dream of, and try to break our revo- 
lutionary will with daily torture, 
annihilation and assassination; they 
are also looking, in this way to break 
the back of the glorious development 
of our guerrilla warfare which today 
marches unflinchingly forward to 
Conquer the revolutionary Bases of 
Support. From here, comrades, from 
“El Fronton,’ vile, reactionary dun- 
geon, which we have converted into 
a war trench, we send our most fer- 
vent greeting and support to the her- 
oic revolutionary prisoners of the 
United States who, in the very belly 
of Yankee imperialism, have dared 
and dare to rise up in rebellion. 

“Comrades, may this May Ist 
unite us more with all the revolu- 
tionaries of the world to continue 
struggling until the international 
proletariat takes the heavens under 
the immortal slogan of ‘Workers of 
all Countries, Unite!” 

“Long Live the First of May! 
“El Fronton, May 1, 1983, Lima, Peru” 
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Chimurenga?: 


*A shona word (spoken in Zimbabwe) meaning Revolution or struggle 


by Neal Holmes 





New U.S. Scam On South Africa 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — Wes- 
tern imperialism, led by the United 
States, has heightened its attempts to 
buy time and to impose a neo-colo- 
nial “solution” on South Africa. 

As we have constantly pointed 
out in The Burning Spear, the entire 
imperialist. world is seeking to use the 
same strategy that was used to defeat 
the Black Revolution in the U.S. in 
the sixties to defeat black revolution 
throughout the world. 

This means the projection of a 
black petty bourgeois “leadership” 
from the U.S. primarily, and other 


countries (particularly Azania) to- 


mis-direct the heightening mass 
struggles for power. 

The latest and frankly most 
sickening of these attempts came 
recently as the Reagan administra- 
tion attempted to transfer a black 
man, Robert J. Brown, from his over- 
















plantation over to South Africa. — 
Robert Brown, who is my nom- 
inee for “Tom of the Month,” grew 
up poor in North Carolina, raised by 
his working class grandparents. 

Mr. Brown emerged out of this 
poverty himself, bur like many others 





obert Brown grew ric repre- 
senting the textile mills of North 


poor 

These are the same plants which 
refuse adequate health benefits even 
in the face of the common “white 
lung” disease in the textile mills. 
These are the same plants which left 
New England in the sixties, merely to 
exploit cheap black labor in the 
South. 

Brown heads up a public relations 
firm called B&C which in the words 
of one writer has sought to “. . .per- 
suade black workers not to unionize 
or to press complaints to Federal 
agencies against white employers.” 
B&C represents textile man- 
ufacturers such as Cannon Mills Co. 
and Hanes Corp., as well as other 
major business interests such as F.W. 
Woolworth and Nabisco. 

Several examples of Brown’s 
treachery have come to light. 

In order to stop unionization at 
Cannon Mills, which had a 40 per- 
cent black workforce, Brown invited 
a number of local black ministers to 
meet the company’s president. Many 
of these ministers themselves worked 
at the plant. 

The message was clear — “Oppose 
unionization among blacks.” 

In another instance, a B&C 
employee went to the home of Mary 
Rose Bennett, an employee of Hanes 
Co., and attempted to intimidate her 
into dropping a discrimination suit 
against the company. 

Just as illuminating are the people 
who count themselves as friends and 
supporters of Brown and his nomina- 

tion for the South African ambas- 
sadorship. 

It should come as no surprise that 
(Uncle) Andy Young was an early 
and strong supporter of Brown's 











seeing duties on the North Carolina 


_ Africans c 


nomination. 
Jesse Jackson also had a bit more 
of his “progressive” veneer ripped 


away as he too stepped forward to * 


give his support. 

The rising tide of the Black Rev- 
olution and black working class cons- 
ciousness are the reasons that this 
transparent attempt failed. 

The Azanian masses have already 
shown that a traitor such as Brown 
has only one reward — a “Kentucky 
fried” necklace. The African working 
class in this country is also emerging. 

During the same week Reagan 
was trying to foist Brown over on the 
Azanian masses, black sanitation 
workers in Detroit and Philadelphia 
were facing off against the black neo- 
colonial mayors of those cities. 


At Zimbabu 





for Guns to 
South Africa 








the language” that the South 


was the 





“language of the gun.” 

Ironically, the most recent South 
African raids on Zimbabwe (and 
Angola, Botswana, and Zambia) 
which prompted these remarks came 
only a week before the Organization 
of African Unity (OAU) Defence 
Commission met in Harare (Zim- 

babwe's capitol). 

The Commission was organized 23 
years ago as a partial response to 
Kwame Nkrumah's call for the All- 
African High Command. 


The High Command envisioned- 
by Nkrumah was to have been a 
revolutionary military force organ- 
ized to rid Africa of both the last ves- 
tiges of colonialism as well as her 
neo-colonial stooges. 

However, the current Defence 
Commission is so inactive that its 
existence is largely unknown. 

Mugabe has pledged to take his 
call for the formation of a Pan- 
African military force to the current 
OAU session. This military force 
would then be deployed against 
South Africa. 

The call for the High Command 
is not new, nor has it been limited to 
Nkrumah. Murtala Muhammed, the 
former progressive leader of Nigeria 
made a determined push to have the 
High Command initiated. 

This was one of the major reasons 
for his assassination by the agents of 
imperialism. 

Alhaji Mahama Iddrisu, the out- 
going chairman of the OAU Defence 
Commission has noted that the situ- 
ation in Southern Africa today 








Once the neo-colonial strategy is 
broken in the “chocolate cities” of 
the United States, the strategy will 
be broken forever. 

A few clarifications regarding the 
Azanian/U.S. connection must be 
made however. Bishop Tutu, who 
like Jesse Jackson exists in order to 
head off revolution, states contin- 
ually that the struggle in South 
Africa is not like the struggle in the 
United States. It is a struggle for the 
complete abolition of apartheid. 


The bishop’s premise is only half- 
true, and his conclusion is false. The 
struggle in the U.S., as in Azania, 
only began as a struggle for demo- 


cratic rights (civil rights). Both went 
beyond this. 


The revolutionary struggle in the 
U.S. was (temporarily) defeated, The 
fact that many people see the crush- 
ing of the revolutionary tendency as 
a civil rights victory says much in 
terms of where those folks are com- 
ing from. 

Furthermore, the total abolition 
of apartheid itself, again, is not any 
more than a civil rights victory. The 
total abolition of apartheid does not 
equate to total self-determination or 
power in the hands of the African 
workers and peasants. 

The intensity of the revolutionary 
struggle in Azania means that the 
setty bourgeoisie must project itself 
in a very progressive manner. How- 
ever, close examination of the con- 
tent of that stance reveals the usual 
reformist “save imperialism” posture. 











On Thursday, July 24, the 
Commonwealth Games opened with 
over half of the 58 nations boycot- 
ting. The aes came as a a of 












always been a white man’s gang, 
however, and the reluctance of its 
black members to break from it is an 
indication of the underdeveloped 
revolutionary and national cons- 
ciousness of our people. _ 

Today the cry for sanctions masks 
the fact that those who make the 
demand are attempting to make the 






















makes the immediate formation of a 
volunteer African force necessary. 
“Mr. Iddrisu, is a member of the 
Ghanaian Provisional National 
Defence Council. In fact the idea of a 
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imperialist world the field for the — 


solution of our problems. 
Sanctions must be seen only as a 
tactic and 2 secondary factor in the 
The primary Bor 


up of the Commonwealth should be 
made not.simply because Thatcher 
and Co. refuse to endorse sanctions, 
but because Britain is an imperialist 
dog and it must be defeated. 


DESTROY 
THE COMMONWEALTH! 


ARM THE AZANIAN MASSES! 






volunteer force emerged in 1984 at 
the Accra (Ghana) Conference of the 
Defence Council. 

The Harare meeting also noted 
that African countries will be 
vulnerable to South African power 
as long as they operate in isolation. 

The call again for an All-African 
People’s Liberation Army is long 
overdue. However, sharpened con- 
tradictions (especially in Azania) 
make this call increasingly necessary. 

Moreover, the volunteer military 
force must be informed by correct 
political leadership which necessarily 
means the leadership of the African 
workers and peasants. 

Again, Nkrumah called for an 
association of African revolu- 
tionaries to be established prior to 
the High Command. The call by our 
Party, the APSP, for the establish- 
ment of the African Socialist Inter- 
national must be seen in this light. 


BUILD THE ASI! 


BUILD THE ALL-AFRICAN 
PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY! 


AFRICANS ARE AT WAR 
— THE WORLD OVER! 


ARM THE MASSES! 





The call therefore for the break- 
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EuRopPEANS Have No Ricut To 
SOUTH AFRICA’S LAND OR RESOURCES 


by Maisha Abdul Raqeeb 


The European invader and mur- 
derer of South Africa mist leave. 

Africans must not allow ourselves 
to be manipulated, confused or 
intimidated by Europeans who have 
a vested economic interest in the 
continual rape and pillage of our eco- 
nomic resources. 

Europeans today offer a multitude 
of excuses, rationalizations and even 
financial aid in the form of social 
improvement contributions in order 
to enhance their possibilities of 
maintaining economic control in 
South Africa, We must understand 
that their primary interest was in the 
beginning and still is the acquisiton 
and distribution of our mineral 
wealth, the effective exploitation of 
our labor and the ownership of our 
land. 


ism ¡ns a temporary state they can 
enforce only through vicious repres- 


never lasted for more than 
years. During this time the masses of 
Africans are bombarded with all 
sorts of propaganda explaining the 

benefits of their enslave- 
ment and the significant improve- 
ments the enslaver has bestowed and 
established in the land. 

In the case of South Africa, Euro- 
peans have attempted to establish 
historically that there was no one in 
South Africa when they arrived. 
They attempt to emphasize the eco- 
nomic development that has taken 


~ place in South Africa since their 


arrival and propose that despite their 
murderous, thieving behavior, they 
have a right to and should be 
accorded citizenship as well as 
continual ownership of what they 
claim they have developed. Finally 
they put forth a moral argument 
designed to gain sympathy claiming 
they are now, because of living in 
Africa so long, a white tribe that has 
no other home but Africa. 

First of all, even present-day 
European scholars have conceded 
the facts that African scholars have 
been writing regarding the existence 
of African nation/states in South 
Africa prior to the European inva- 
sion. In South Africa, when the 
European arrived, there were Zulus, 
Xhosa, Khoi-Khoi, Sans and Sotho 
to name a few. These Africans lived 
on the land, herding, hunting, min- 
ing and farming. They had local and 
central governing bodies and a legal 
system that determined each person’s 
rights, privileges and responsibilities. 

In 1652 when 80 Boers arrived to 
set up a refreshment station for Euro- 
pean ships heading to India, van Rie- 
beeck gave them strict orders to stay 
on the coast and live in peace with 
the original inhabitants. One should 









ask ‘at this point, why Europeans 
even felt they could set up a refresh- 
ment stand without negotiation or 
payment. However, the essential 
reason for establishing van Riebeeck's 
onders is to emphasize that Europeans 
were fully aware from the very begin- 
ning that they were trespassing. 

The second argument regarding 
development is ludicrous. First, we 
would have to assume 1. that devel- 
opment could not have occurred 
without Europeans and 2. that we 
were not the primary force that 
spurred as well as created the develop- 


ment. 
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We understand that the develop- 
ment of our natural resources had 
already begun with nation states 
dealing with mining. We further 
understand that the world trade 
market’s demand for our natural 
resources would have encouraged 
our pursuit of their development, just 
as the long distance trade routes 
across Africa had encouraged 11 
sorts of new product production. 

In addition, our contribution as a 
people to technological and scientific 
development was significant prior to 
our enslavement and has remained 
crucial throughout our dispersal and 
oppression. We are credited with 
many significant technological 
inventions such as household 
conveniences like the can opener, 
electric light bulbs, ironing board 
and refrigerators and significant 
scientific inventions such as street 
signals, lights, rotary engines, gas 
masks, and programs for computers. 
To assume under positive, liberated 
conditions we would have taken 
















South Africa even further than it has 
come is, I think, a fair assumption. 
Secondly, we all know ‘it was 
African slave labor and later African 
forced, cheap labor and the stealing 
of the land that allowed Europeans 
to accumulate the cash flow to invest 
in industrial development. In reality 
the wealth was stolen from us in the 
form of our minerals and land and 
was produced by us through our 
labor. To credit Europeans with 
industrial development is absurd. 
Lastly, the argument that Africa 
is now Europeans’ home must be 
smashed and exposed for the lie that 
it is. Who among us would agree to 
letting a man who breaks into your 
house, kills your children and steals 
everything including your house, 
keep the house once the original 
Pala ot grit 
only most arrogant, 
and despicable thief would dare to 
Bg to remain in the guest room. 
After World War II ST should the 
French have let the Germans stay? 
Should the Jews in 1945 have invited 


z= Nazis to live in their commu- 
; 






a proposal yet they tl V 
not only entertain them, sit extend 
the cordial position of equal citizen- 
ship. 

An 1657 the Dutch discharged 
nine workers from the refreshment 
station and gave them some of the 
Khoi-Khoi grazing land. War broke 
out immediately. The constant 
migration of British and Dutch set- 
tlers and the systematic stealing of 
our land led to serious armed strug- 
gle. Europeans documented the 
many wars. 

The following is a list of the major 
conflicts: 1799-1802, Khoi-Khoi and 
Xhosa War; 1873, Langalebalele 
Rebellion; 1877-78, Xhosa Rebellion; 
1878, Tswana Rebellion; 1880, Sotho 
Rebellion; 1883, Basutoland Rebel- 
lion; 1883-84, Zulu Rebellion; 1887, 
Zulu Rebellion; 1897, Tswana Rebel- 
lion; 1901 Mass Rebellion; 1906, 
Herero, Khoi-Khoi and Africans in 
Natal went to war against the set- 
tlers. Bambatha organized a guerrilla 
force that hit European’settlers’ min- 
ing and farming enterprises; 1925, 
General Rebellion; 1926, Khoi-Khoi 
Rebellion; 1949-52, General Rebel- 


lion; 1959-1960, Pondoland 
Rebellion; 1961, Sabotage intro- 
duced as urban warfare; 1966, 


Lesotho Rebellion. 

The resistance and war against 
the invader has been constant. From 
1658 to 1908 armed struggle and 
work slow-downs were the most con- 
sistent form of resistance. In 1884 
passive resistance — written liter- 
ature and civil disobedience — was 
introduced as a form of resistance. 

Africans have fought consistently 
and valiantly, never conceding their 
right to their land or their natural 
resources. Our vigilant pursuit of 
freedom and control over our destiny 


can not be denied. 


The tremendous loss of life and 
wealth over the 334 years of war as 
well as our moral and political right 


‘to the land and resources makes this 


author reject the idea of majority rule 
as it is presently being defined. 

The majority rule concept first of 
all assumes that everyone living 
within South Africa today has a 
right to be there and participate in 
determining the future direction of 
the state. I find this a most ludicrous 
proposal. By virtue of the fact that 
Europeans invaded, looted, mur- 
dered and enslaved Africans in the 
past and still murder, imprison and 

rob Africans daily, we must demand 
justice. 

Justice dictates: first, Europeans 
must return all property confiscated 
which would be every inch of South 
Africa; second, they must relinquish 
all interest and claims to any indus- 
trial or mineral resources developed; 
third, all war criminals must be pros- 
ecuted for crimes against the people. 
This means Botha, his entire cabinet, 
parliament and all European political 
pai members should be „put on 





paein Nor one aime of African 
money must leave South Africa. 
The only Europeans who should 
be granted .automatic citizenship 
from the present population are 
those who actively took part in the 
liberation struggle. All other racial 
groups presently in South Africa 
must be given a choice of repatria- 


tion to their original land or auto- 
matic citizenship. The repatriation 
and relocation must be paid by Brit- 
ain who forcibly brought them to 
South Africa. 

Lastly, let us dispel the greatest 
myth — Africans do not have the 
skill to effectively or efficiently 
manage a highly technical and indus- 
trial state. The current facts reflect 
the opposite. Africans in South 
Africa and throughout the world 
possess all the skills essential to effec- 
tively and efficiently develop not 
only South Africa but all of the Afri- 
can continent. And this writer must 
remind everyone that Europeans in 
Western -Europe and the United 
States have not run the countries 
they presently. manage effectively. 
All we have to do is examine the 
mineral depletion, the destruction of 
the environment and the large econ- 
omic deficits. As far as Africans 
should be concerned the Western 
evaluation of our situation should be 
trashed. 

We Africans, the 900 million of us 
in the world, must begin to view our- 
selves as one people with one destiny, 
one vision, that of a United States of 
Africa. It is essential that we begin to 
make this vision a reality. The first 
step is the total liberation of South 
Africa NOW!! 


PAN-AFRICANISM OR PERISH 
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“Imperialist Hands Off Africa’ 


By Nehanda Imara 
All-African People’s Revolutionary Party 
The loud-mouthed bullies of the 
U.S, have a lot to hide when attacking 
Libya. Independent for 17 years, 
Libya, an African nation-state of 3.5 
million has the highest income per cap- 

















ita of any independent “in Africa 
Th lue of U.S is five to 
a 0 
rie 
ever say anythin, 
Libya has given tc 
American Ind a t 
Africans transplanted in America 
It is not Libya’s strong economy or 





its political positions that has fright- 
ened the U.S. is the power of 
socialism and the example Libya gives 
to Africa and all of the si world. 

Libya, like Nicaragua, who gives 
the masses another shining example, 
does not however enjoy the same type 


of j to 
Central Ar mia (South 
Africa) and ansia 






are so influenced by the racist media's 
propaganda that nog too have forgot- 
a Africa? Have we 
tae has a rich pai 
non-aligned een the Pai ant 
can movement and the world-wide 
socialist, movement as well? 
The similarities between Libya and 
Nicaragua are obvious, yet the 
response from the progressive forces, 
especially African organizations has 
not risen to the occasion. We are 
shamefully ignorant of Libyan culture, 
its society and basic historical back- 
ground. This article is only a beginning 
in its attempt to give a brief look at 
Libya’s historical development. 

Libya has a rich mixture of African 
and Arabic traditions. It has been a 
consolidated Islamic state since the 
lth century A.D. The Arabs were the 
first of many immigrants and invaders 
to fully integrate into African culture, 
coming in the 7th century A.D., advan- 
cing the spread of Islam. 

However, the Greeks who first 
invaded in 630 B.C., never integrated 
into African society and only left huge 
archeological monuments as constant 
reminders to Africa that imperialism 
will not be here to stay. . 

From the llith century A.D. 
through the 13th century A.D., Libya 
was to be controlled and fought over 
by various North African empires and 
dynasties, including Egypt and Mor- 
occo. From the late 1400’s to the early 
1920's, Libya remained a divided and 
weak state. Wrought with internal con- 
flicts and divisions, the squabbling 
greed of the feudal powers over this 


piece of African pie only exacerbatec 
he oppressive conditions of the suffer 
asses. 
ily's seizure of Libya fr 


5 in 1911 was more tl 
or this latecomer 
game. ‘For more 
Mt battled African guerri 
African desert climate, not suite 
the feudal military equipmer 
attire fashioned by the Italians. 
A most memorable thorn in the si 
of the Italians was Omar al-Mukhtar, a 
freedom fighter who began organizing 




















Defeat Zionism! 
Palestine For the Palestinians! 




























Child victim of U.S. bombing of Libya 


mitted the crime and if they felt the 
claim or cry for a separate state was 
justified, as a result of the crime, they 
should have given land that was 
theirs to give — a part of Europe. 
The only thing that will end the 
guerrilla war against Europeans 
wherever they live — Europe, North 
America, Israel, Australia and South 
Africa — is for them to relinquish all 
claims to stolen land, pay retribution 
for all things not redeemable, such as 
the tremendous loss of life and the 
scorching of earth. 
This African encourages all Afri- 
cans around the world to stand up 
and be counted on the side of justice 
and reject all manipulations and lies 
President Reagan spouts out daily. 
We must remember, Reagan has 
spent billions to enrich the muni- 
tions/arms industry, and now is try- 
ing to use some of what he and his 
crazy killer gang, the National 
Security Council, have developed. 


by Maisha Abdul Raqeeb 


The European public in America 
astounds and alarms me. The discon- 
nected logic and information they 
gobble up as truth is both distressing 
and harmful for our planet and 
human beings in general. 

The fact that the President of the 
United States attempted to justify 
the murdering of a child in Tripoli 
and the bombing of a country, 
Libya, to end a tactic of warfare is 
amazing. Not one of the European 
heads of state mentioned the root of 
the warfare — the stealing of Palesti- 
nian land. No one even suggested 
that the land be returned so that 
peace could be established. 

As Africans, it is crucial we 
understand that the European stole 
the Palestinian land. First, the 
blished a so-called 
te and finally, the 































(European Jews), who after Not only must we reject them, we 
World War I must actively work against all evil in 
ans' despic the world. Our Time Is Now! 
reed for a 
The clain FORWARD EVER, 
Euro ¿ACKWARD NEVER!! 
PAN-AFRICANISM 








OR PERISH! 


courageous participation of 
women. The women rationed food 
while under the severe conditions of" 
the facist Italian concentration camps, 
They managed to transport this food, 


ifly and was not 
hung at eighty 


f African resis- 
»mplemented by 





sustaining the guerrillas in the moun- 
tains until they were discovered and 
hung, side by side with the men, 

Even though King Idris was given 
promises of power from the Turks as 
early as 1920, it was not until 1949 














when the U.N. passed a resolution to 
form a fede nment for an 
n ji * that the obvious 
alt. Thi 
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1 form 
m h of the 
s the wth of a 
who surrounded 
ne king, cu ed by the exploiting 
who continued to dominate 
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in control were France, Britain, the 
U.S. and Italy, who dominated the 
local trade and agricultural sectors. 
On the flip side of this neo-colo- 
nialist coin lay the suffering mi Sy 
who were 90 percent illiterate, with an 
enormous population of helpless tuber- 
culosis victims (35,000). Seeing this 
unnatural situation, a group of young 
hi: students d under a 







i í qd its 6 
Libya’s future. Mu‘Ammar el Qathafi 
was one of these, who in fact initiated 
such a gathering as early as 1952. 

These revolutionary intelligentsia, 
who were faced with at least nine for- 
eign military bases stationed strat- 
egically on their shores, decided that 
the Revolution must be won through 
the armed forces. Mu’Ammar joined 
the Academy and began to organize the 
Free Unitary Officers while maintain- 
ing links with the Movement still 
flourishing at the Universi 
Movement continued on these fronts 
until final victory on September 1, 
1969. 
Since that time, Libya has stood 
firm and shone brightly as a. powerful 
anti-imperialist and anti-Zionist 
African state. The Jamahiriya 
(People’s Authority), like the govern- 
ment of Nicaragua, has earned the 
faith of their peoples, as well as inter- 
national support, as a result of their 
rich revolutionary history that fought 
imperialism for 500 years. 
Such examples of the people's 
undying will for self-determination 
must be respected and revered by all, 
especially the progressive forces who 
continue that battle today! 
We must unite and form a true 
Anti-Imperialist Front that can prop- 
erly respond to such barbaric attacks as 
those which occurred in March of 1986 
on the Gulf of Sidra and again on April 
14, 1986 on innocent people in the cap- 
ital city of Tripoli. This front must res- 
pond to all vicious attacks of 
imperialism. 

All those who continue to hold high 
the flag of Nicaragua must raise in the 
other hand the mighty flag of Libya! 
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Buitp AND CONSOLIDATE THE 


Arrican Peorte's Sociauist Party 


by Omali Yeshitela 


During the first week of July the Party held a much- 
needed national conference in St. Petersburg, Florida 
that was attended by Party representatives from var- 
ious regions of the US. 

Among the significant decisions at the conference 
was the determination to hold the Party’s Second 
Congress in St. Petersburg, Florida during the second 
week of January, 

This decision and the process used to come to it 
ends a period of shaky attempts to convene our Sec- 
ond Congress which was actually due as long ago as 
1984. 

The Party Congress is an awesome occurrence. It is 
the time when the Party membership comes together 
establ: policies of the Parr 





|5. 3 i 
The Party's Congress is also the place where the 
most important, far-ranging reports to the African 
People’s Socialist Party organization are made by the 
Party's national leadership. These reports are then 
accepted or rejected. 

It is the place where the Party’s membership will 
elect its national leadership in accordance with the 
law of the Party as found in the Party’s Constitution 
which was accepted at the Party’s First Congress in 
1981. 

For all these reasons and more, the Party Congress 
is an occurrence which requires a tremendous amount 
of attention, leadership and work by the National 
Party organization which has that responsibility. 

But at least equally as important, building for the 
Congress also requires the maximum input and partic- 
ipation from the Party's membership, the men and 
women who carry out the day-to-day distribution of 
the Party's press and attempt to provide the leadership 
for the struggles of our colonially oppressed people 
throughout the communities, prisons, workplaces and 
campuses within the U.S. 

The Party Constitution provides for participation 
of Party membership by law with the requirements of 
Section 3 of Article 4 and Section 2 of Article 6. 

According to Section 3, Article 4, “Prior to each 
National Party Congress, a three month period 
shall be provided for discussion in all Party organ- 
izations and leading Party committees on the 
Main Resolutions, the Party Program and Consti- 
tution, to adopt resolutions on all questions of 
Party policy for consideration by the Congress.” 

Then Section 2 of Article 6 reads: “Two months 
prior to the National Party Congress, whenever 
applicable, a special regional pre-Party Congress 
Convention will be held (in each of the Party’s six 
designated Regions). The purpose of the meeting 
shall be to discuss all issues of concern for the 
region and the National Party organization, to 
propose resolutions highlighting special regional 
issues, etc.” 

However, notwithstanding these Constitutional 
provisions, a revolutionary Party of national libera- 
tion and socialism as small as the African People’s 
Socialist Party (APSP) and as limited in experience in 
Congress work required more than these constitu- 
tional provisions. 

In a situation such as ours, where the Party Con- 
gress has not become an actual tradition and where 
no such tradition exists within the Black Liberation 
Movement, the APSP Central Committee, the Party’s 
leading elected national body, saw the need to win the 
Party’s membership to the significance of the Con- 
gress and the need to build for it and participate in it. 





Hence, the Florida conference last month quickly 
revealed the correctness of the Central Committee's 
decision and resulted in an enthusiastic several days of 
meetings and struggles which consolidated the under- 
standing that central to all the Party’s work for the 
next few months is building for the Party's Second 
Congress. 

As we approach the Party's Second Congress we 
do so as a Party whose place in history has already 
been determined by its magnificent deeds. We 
approach the Party's Second Congress with many 
strerigths and the promise of an excellent and promis- 
ing future. 5 

But, we also approach the Congress with weak- 
nesses and shortcomings which must be overcome, or 
even the strengths which should serve us and the glor- 
ious African Revolution will turn into their opposite 
and become weaknesses. 
For 14 years now, since 1972, the Afri 











crete results for our Revolution. 

Concretely we have organized among the masses of 
our people on the jobs, the campuses, and in the pris- 
ons and communities. 

We have intervened in the spontaneous struggles 
of the masses around virtually every question and 
attempted to enhance the fighting capacity of the peo- 
ple with proper revolutionary leadership. 

We have attempted with more or less success (the 
final tally is not yet in) to forge a revolutionary con- 
sciousness and scientific African Internationalist 
worldview upon every struggle against police terror, 
tenant abuse, neo-colonialist chicanery, etc. 

We have fought to make every battle for health 
care, students’ rights, and end to the death penalty 
and freedom for black political prisoners and prisoners 
of war, a stepping stone for the transformation of 
every black community within the U.S. into fighting 
Soviets for political independence, African liberation, 
and socialism. 

We have led successful struggles to free political 
prisoners which have lifted the morale of our whole 
people and our movement even during periods of pol- 
itical retreat. 

The Party-led struggles to free Pitts and Lee from 
death row and prison in the state of Florida and Des- 
sie X Woods from prison in the state of Georgia won 
international respect for the Party and gave concrete 
meaning to revolutionary African Internationalism 
during a period when the people were being asked to 
accept the revolutionary declarations of organizations 
on faith alone. 

The Party's campaigns around US. African pol- 
itical prisoners and prisoners of war ignited a new, if 
sometimes transient, interest in the fate of Black Lib- 
eration Army captives such as Sundiata Acoli, Assata 
Shakur, Herman Bell, Dhoruba Moore, Albert 
Washington, Anthony Bottom, etc. 

We have built mass organizations of tactical and 
strategical significance for the struggle for African 
liberation. 

It was the African People’s Socialist Party which 
finally moved in a meaningful way on the historical 
demand by our people for reparations from U.S. impe- 
rialism for criminal abuse and for the value of the 
stolen labor which have been the consequence of US. 
domestic colonialism or what is referred to by the 
Vietnamese as “internal colonization.” 

Our Party built the World Tribunal On Repara- 
tions For Black People in the US. in 1982 and pro- 
vided the leadership for the founding of the African 
National Reparations Organization (ANRO) which 
has since made the sessions of the World Tribunal an 
institution of our Movement. 

And although ANRO continues to have its prob- 





lems, they are problems which are mostly, though not 
totally, due to the period within which we live and 
struggle and which ANRO itself attempts to respond 
to with its existence. 

They are problems having to do with the domina- 
tion of petty bourgeois opportunism which has fol- 
lowed the defeat of the black working class revolution- 
ary movement of the sixties. But however significant 
ANRO's problems may be they cannot detract from 
the reality that the Black Liberation Movement, the 


which is 
izations which can become training grounds of strug- 
gle for the people and provide our Revolution with 
invaluable reserve forces. 

Ten years ago, in 1976 the African People's Social- 
ist Party formed the African People's Solidarity Com- 
mittee (APSC), a cadre organization of North Ameri- 
can (white) people who express strategical unity with 
the aspiration of our people for African liberation, 
political independence and socialism by working dir- 
ectly under the leadership of our Central Committee. 

With the founding of APSC the Party added 
another concrete demonstration of our ongoing strug- 
gle to solve the problems of the Revolution. 

Initially the founding of APSC simply responded 
to strategical requirements of our movement to break 
out of the imperialist encirclement imposed on it with 
the defeat of the Black Revolution of the Sixties. 

In 1977 1 summed up this strategical objective in a 
popular pamphlet entitled Tactics and Strategy For 
Black Liberation in the US. thusly: 


“Another strategical objective for winning 
independence which should guide our work is to 
WIN SUPPORT FOR THE INDEPENDENCE POSI- 
TION WITHIN CURRENT U.S. BORDERS. 

“Because we have been bogged down in prim- 
itive ‘race’ politics as opposed to revolutionary 
nationalist politics, some of us will reject the idea 
of winning support for the independence move- 
ment within current U.S. borders. Some will see 
winning support as meaning the same as winning 
‘acceptance,’ which is the slavish philosophy put 
forth by the Integrationists. 

“However, I assure you there is a distinctive 
difference. To win acceptance correctly implies 
capitulation, non-struggle, and national self-abase- 
ment. But winning support means political per- 
suasion, ideological struggle, and principled polit- 
ical relations which respond to a convergence of 
interests, and a commitment to socialist and 
international morality. 

“Struggling to win support for the independ- 
ence position, as a strategical objective for inde- 
pendence through self-liberation, will help to 
sharpen our ideological development, smash the 
narrowness of our world view, and demand con- 
tinuity in our principles of unity. 

“The main targets for this effort to win support 
for the independence position should be the gen- 
eral anti-imperialist forces within current U.S. 
borders, other oppressed, subject, and colonized 
nationalities, and progressive U.S. North Amer- 
i » 


icans.... 
Later, in a 1979 Report to the Party, the Party’s 
theoretical development concerning the’ basis of our 














relationship to APSC was stated by me in this wa 

„assumption of leadership of Party solidarity 
work by the APSC and the Party’s closer supervi- 
sion over APSC reflected many of the lessons the 
Party had been learning through our struggles 
within the solidarity movement and around the 
question of solidarity. These, and other struggles 
the Party was involved in, led us to a deeper theo- 
retical understanding of the basis for APSC’s exis- 
tence and the relationship APSC has to the Party. 

“The growing theoretical development of the 
Party gave us a deeper theoretical basis for the rela- 
tionship of the Party to the APSC and of the strug- 
gles against US. domestic colonialism and for 
socialism within current U.S. borders. While we 
have only begun to scratch the surface in some of 
our theoretical investigations, we are excited about 
the breakthroughs we are making and their impli- 
cations for the international revolutionary strug- 
gle against imperialism and for socialism, as well as 
their implications for struggle right here within 
current U.S. borders. 

“Of critical importance to our studies is the 
significance of what the Marxists call ‘primitive 
accumulation of capital’ in the development of 
capitalism throughout the world. This ‘primitive 
accumulation’ was actually the brutal plunder and 
pillage of various non-European territories and the 
bloody enslavement and massacre of indigenous 
people in the process, by various European states. 
The enslavement and the plunder of natural 
resources provided those European societies with 
an accumulation of resources and capital which 
led to great changes within. The stolen wealth 
hurried the emergence of a challenging, powerful 
class in Europe, the class that would own and con- 
trol the new factories which were springing from 
the European soil that had been made fertile by 
the blood of African slaves and other victims of 
European progress. 

“This powerful class would become the new 
ruling class, the capitalist class, given birth by the 
new dynamics brought to European society 
‘primitive accumulation.’ Along with this new 
capitalist class there would emerge the European 
working class, those whose livelihood was deter- 
mined by their ability to sell their labor power to 
the capitalists, those who were the actual pro- 
ducers, responsible for transforming the raw mate- 
rials and goods stolen from the peoples: of of the 
world into saleable goods, into 
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‘primitive ees tides mre birth to the 
Present form Espen. society civilizati 
still exists today, and the death-dealing, 
relationship has not been broken. It is bg true 
that Africans provided and still provide the US. 
with the essence of its ‘primitive accumulation’ in 
the form of our free and near-free labor which also 
provides various sociological, political, and ideo- 
logical benefits for the dictatorial US. capitalist- 
colonialist ruling class and State. 

“A particular function of the presence of Afri- 
cam people in the U.S., whose condition of exis- 
tence constitutes domestic colonialism has been to 
obscure the class contradictions which exist 
between the U.S. North American working class 
and its ruling class. That is to say, the US. ruling 
class hides behind the contradictions of African 
colonialism from its working class... 

“It has been the theory of primitive accumula- 
tion which has led the Party to a deeper under- 
standing of the implications of our colonial situ- 
ation in the struggle for socialism within current 
US. North American borders. It has been the 
theory of primitive accumulation, combined with 
our struggles to resolve the contradictions within 
the solidarity movement, which has led the Afri- 
can People’s Socialist Party to understand that the 
structured relationship between the Party and 
APSC is exactly correct, and that it is a concrete 
reflection of our theoretical understanding of the 
political and social reality presented to us by cap- 
italism and colonialism in the US. 

“And while the Party has always understood 
that no theory for the liberation of our people can 
be subordinate to the ‘promise’ of North Ameri- 
can solidarity, and that it may be necessary to win 
our liberation independent of any strategical 
relationship with progressive North American 
forces, we have also understood that our struggle 
for independence through self-liberation, thanks 
to the primitive accumulation factor, will 
undoubtedly set the vast majority of North Amer- 
icans against us, creating the probability of our 
struggle for independence assuming the form of 
‘race’ war. Moreover, as socialists, we had to face 
the practical problems which are blocking the 
struggle for socialism within current US. borders, 
namely, domestic colonialism. Indeed, the strug- 
gle to defeat domestic colonialism is the funda- 
mental practical problem confronting every gen- 
uine socialist within current US. borders. 

“Therefore, it became clear to us that the 
political and strategical bases for the existence of 
APSC and its ideological and structural relation- 


ship to the Party were also grounded in a firm : 


theoretical basis. It is a theoretical basis which is 
consistent with our longtime perceptual under- 
standing that a victorious struggle against colo- 
nialism would provide the basis and conditions for 
an immediate struggle for socialism, and that 
within that fact lay the basis for objective unity 
between African people and the progressive and 
working class North American people. Now, our- 
continuing theoretical development has led us to 
conclude further that a successful struggle against 
US. domestic colonialism is an absolutely nec- 
essary prerequisite for a successful struggle for 
socialism. 

“This theoretical development helped the 
Party to have a deeper appreciation for APSC and 
to understand that the structural relationship of 
African and North American people to the strug- 
gles against U.S. domestic colonialism and for 
socialism were correctly reflected in the structural 
relationship between the Party and APSC.” 

The 








arty’s work in the international arena is 

reflected in the m ity to, and actual 
participation in, our First Cong y representatives 
, El Salvador, Azania, Nicaragua, 





a à, Viet Nam and Barbados. 

Subiri to our Congress we have deepened our 
relationship with the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion 
Nacional (FSLN) in Nicaragua, established relations 
with the Irish’ Republican Socialist Party and 
launched, although not without some contradictions, 
an effort to build the African Socialist International. 

Moreover, within the US. we are struggling to 
deepen our relationship with the Dine people who are 
locked in fierce battle with U.S. colonialism at Big 
Mountain in Arizona and with the colonized Mexican 
people through our dear comrades in the fraternal 
organization of Union del Barrio. 

It should be clear as we approach our Second Party 
Congress that we have much to be proud of as a Party. 
ccomplishments are concrete and 
ance can therefore be measured concretely. 

Not the least of our accomplishments has been the 
Party's First Congress held in Oakland in 1981. This 
may be the first Congress ever held by a black revolu- 
tionary Party in the history of our movement against 
US. colonialism. 

It was a precedent that immediately created rank 
and file pressure for a congress within at least one 
other organization which is generally thought of as a 
part of our tendency. The unwillingness of the organ- 
ization to open itself up to its mem! ip through a 
congress was one of the factors which led to a split 
within its ranks. 

















icance i the pd that depen be held when 
conditions allow, is that it puts the Party in hed 
of its membership by allowing the membership to elect 

Hes eadciship and ight for the Paty’. basic polices 
direction and line. 

More than anything else this process which 
includes pre-Congress activities, allows the Party 
membership to experience possession of its own Party 
and the line and politics which it represents. 

The Congress is the highest body of the Party and 
is fundamental to the struggle against spontaneity and 
commandism, something reflected in one organiza- 
tion’s unwillingness to hold a Congress or even havea 
constitution, preferring instead a policy of “leadership 
through memo. 

Perhaps the Party’s greatest accomplishment has 
been the 14 years we have published The Burning 
Spear. 

Founded in 1968 by the Junta of Militant Organi- 
zations JOMO), one of the founding organizations of 
the APSP, The Burning Spear has been a mainstay of 
the Black Revolution, maintaining not only the pres- 
ence of the Party subsequent to the defeat of the Black 
Revolution of the Sixties, but also the presence of the 
Black Revolution itself. 


These are but a few of the factors which figure into 
our many strengths and the promise of an excellent 
and promising future as we approach our Second 
Congress. 

These are the factors which have contributed to 
the slow but definite movement toward the Party by 
many persons who have previously been ensconced 
within various political tendencies and formations 
which have not resulted in any movement toward 
transforming our material reality, enhancing the 
fighting capacity of our people or a concrete applica- 
tion of theory. 

It is here that our weaknesses have a potential for 
turning our strengths into their opposite if we do not 
give them the most serious attention. 

Some of these weaknesses have been spoken of 
before. The most outstanding problem has been the 
rationalization of the Party structure. In a paper pre- 
pared for a July 1983 “National Conference on the 
Current Situation,” this problem was summed up in 
this manner: 

“Rationalization of our leadership structure as 
called for by the Party Constitution. All unfilled 
offices of the Political Bureau must be filled. 
Otherwise the Political Bureau will continue to 
suffer from a workload greater than its capacity 
and will ultimately pose a threat to democratic 
centralism within the Party and the political 
integrity of the Central Committee; 

“The current Political Bureau leadership must 
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become more strategic approach to specific 
areas of work under individual leadership and to 
Party programs in general. Long term planning, 
particularly within the various departments, is a 
necessary hedge against intra-Party spontaneity 
and organizational opportunism; 

“The Party must rapidly enhance and ration- 
alize Party education for the general membership 
as well as the masses of the African working class. 
The Party’s former political education curriculum 
became obsolete with the Florida Conference 
where an internal struggle against rightest tenden- 
cies was initiated, and the Party work was informed 
by the slogan: “From the People to the Party; from 
the Party to the People.” 

“Subsequent to this there has been a haphazard 
approach to political education, and the various 
levels of Party organizations have not assumed the 
proper roles and functions of political education. 
This conference reaffirms the Party's understand- 
ing that political education among the member- 
ship is the foundation of internal party democ- 
racy, and political education among the African 
working class is the only means by which the 
masses can determine whether the Party is main- 
taining its integrity as the advanced detachment of 
the class and national liberation struggle; 

“The Party must develop a more scientific 
approach to the utilization of our meager 
resources, consciously concentrating more of 
those resources in the areas where Party organiza- 
tions and programs are already in place; 

“The Party must deepen the coordination and 
rationalization of the relationship between Local, 
District, Regional Committees and the Central 
Committee, Political Bureau and other Party 
organizations and institutions; 

“The Party must develop a comprehensive 
recruitment program and implement it within our 
Party organization; 

“The Party must purge its membership rolls of 
all Party members who prove unable or unwilling 
to exist and function as members in good standing 
as determined by the Party Constitution, Rules of 
Party Discipline, and the. Drseciaationsl Manual 
of the African People’s Socialist Party. 

















the National Leadership of the Party, is on a 
medical leave of absence from APSP due to 
her recognized and admitted physical and 
emotional health problems. 

Sister Damesha will not be involved in any 
Party work for anywhere up to a year or as 
determined by Sister Damesha’s recuperation. 











Although some of these problems are still with us, 
all of them do not affect us in the same way or with 
the same significance as in 1983. 

For example some of these problems will begin to 
be resolved with the Congress itself which will elect 
leadership for the various offices called for by the 
Constitution. And the question of rationalization of 
Party education is currently being addressed, with 
some Party organizations currently involved in inten- 
sive, daily political education which utilizes the Party's 
Standard Party Education Curriculum. 

However, although the significance of the contra- 
dictions concerning education and Party structure are 
not exactly as they were in 1983, they remain, never- 
theless at the core of our weaknesses. 

The fact is that even as the quantity and quality of 
our tasks grow, Party members suffer from a serious 
lack of theoretical development and organizational 
training. 

The main task of the Party, to build and consoli- 
date the Party, is tied to the recognition of these diffi- 
culties as much as it is tied to building for the Second 
Party Congress. 

This is the way it must be. For many of the forces 
who are moving toward the Party today are from the 
petty bourgeoisie in terms of class background. 

Many of them are intellectuals whose general level 
of theoretical development and expertise in other 
areas will prove invaluable to the Party which has 
experienced some limitations from the lack of intellec- 
tuals. 

This lack of intellectuals, of Party members whose 
objective class position is from the petty bourgeoisie, 
has been one of the unusual features of our Party. 

Because the black working class suffered such a ser- 
ious and total defeat during the Black Revolution of 
the Sixties, most of the remaining or existing black 
organizations have been organizations of various 
representatives and sectors of the black petty 
bourgeoisie. 

However, the African People’s Socialist Party was 
born of at least one organization that survived the six- 
ties and had an uninterrupted history developing 


(See BUILD APSP, Page 22) 
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BURNING SPEAR PUBLICATIONS 


The Publishing House of the Revolutionary Black Working Class 


BOOKS and 
PAMPHLETS 


Also important for every black history 
department, college library and alter- 
native bookstore. 


101 BREAD, PEACE AND 
BLACK POWER by Omali 
Yeshitela, Chairman of the 
African People's Socialist 
Party. Political Report to 
the First Party Congress, 
1981. Includes discussion 
‘on relationship of the 
U.S.-based struggle to the 
African continent, APSP’s. 
line on the land question, 
role of the black 








The Struagle For 


BREA 


BLACK POWER 












ERATION IN THE U.S, 

ference. O k tens ORAIN 
Independence by the APSF 
building organizations and political relationships 


Pamphlet. $1.00 NO MORE 


and guidelines fot 


ITY This book targets a struggle between 
APSP and the All-African People’s Revolutionary 
party (A-APRP) within the context of building unity 
among African pro-Independence forces. $1.50 


104 STANDARDS OF PARTY LIFE Who are the 
Party members; Party organization; Standard agenda 
for an APSP meeting and General Party Program. 
Pamphlet. $.50 


105 TWO-FISTED FIGHTING POEMS A booklet of 
solidarity poems. Proceeds go to the African 
People’s Socialist Party. $1.50 


NOT ONE STEP 106 NOT ONE STEP 
BACKWARD! BACKWARD! An 


historic anthology 
sums up a decade 
(1971-1982) of 
political struggle and 
theoretical develop- 
ment of the Black 
Revolution with the 
most significant.and 
popular pieces by 
Omali Yeshitela. 
$6.00 


107 BLACK PEOPLE AND THE U.S. ECONOMY: 
OUR CASE FOR REPARATIONS Articles from The 
Burning Spear outlining our demand for reparations. 
Includes analysis of our poverty today in the context 
of history, welfare, unemployment, “Reaganism,”” 
history of the demand for reparations, working wage 
lifferentials, underdevelopment of Africans in the 
U.S. and in Africa’ 96-page book. $3.00 


108 REPARATIONS NOW! Abbreviated Report 
from the International Tribunal on Reparations for 
Black People in the U.S.. 1982. Opening and clos- 
ing statements, the charges, indictment of U.S 
imperialism, judges’ ruling, and testimony. 141-page 
book. $4.00 
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Revolution is definitely 
Statements worth wea 
302 UHURU MEANS FREEDOM 
large script. Available in var 
fuschia ink. Specify size. (Chil 
available.) $6.00 
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CARDS 


A revolutionary greeting for friends and 
family. Remember important occasions 
in an African Internationalist way. All 
cards $1.00 each. 


BUTTONS 


Take the movement with you wherever 
you go. An important organizing tool. 2 
1/8 inches in diameter. All $1.00 each. 
201 UHURU MEANS FREEDOM in large script on 
red, blue, green, white or yellow background. A 
popular item! 


202 BREAD, PEACE AND BLACK POWER red and 
black on green background, with Spear logo. 


Where 











Our traditional best sellers. 



























AD 4 
04 MALCOLM X/BLACK POWER Anot ras ap 


erot Malcolm X š s A MARC US GARVEY Quote on African struggle 















background. A fror nt to inside of card. Red, black 
k sees and green. (Actual size 4⁄4” x 5%") 
205 RED; BEA AN AN rsa binon B. ZIMBABWE “If You Can Walk, You Can Dance 








form. 


206 AFRICAN MARTYRS Portrait of Kwame 
Nkrumah, Malcolm X and Marcus Garvey. Red, 
black and green on yellow. 


207 FROM THE U.S.TO AZANIA, BLACK 
WORKERS WILL BE FREE! Red, black and green 
on yellow. 






If You Can Talk, You Can Sing!” Red, black and 
green on ivory. Now in its 7th printing. (Actual size 
4%" x 6") 



















C. “The more sweat in peace, the less blood in 
war.” Quote by Sundiata Acoli, Black Liberation 
Army. Brown on tan paper. (Actual size 414” x 6”) 


D. POEM by Ho Chi Minh. Poem continues on 
back of card. Blue and black on ivory. (Actual size 
Pra, 
















African Martyr’ S Series (more 10 be 
developed) 


DO R S 
The best way to decorate your favorite 


room. Great for community centers and 
meeting rooms. 
















401 NEW FROM BURNING SPEAR PUBLICA- 







TIONS! “MALCOLM X ON REVOLUTION” 

11 x 17 inch red, black and green offset on heavy 
glossy paper. This beautiful state of the art poster 
commemorates one of the greatest heroes of the 
Black Revolution-of the Sixties with style and digni- 
ty. A real deal at $3.50. 













E. KWAME NKRUMAH Portrait in brown on ivory. 
(Actual size 4% x 5%) 


F. HARRIET TUBMAN Portrait in brown on ivory. 
(Actual size 4% x 5/2) 


G. GEORGE JACKSON Portrait in brown on ivory. 
(Actual size 4% x 5⁄2) 


H. FRED HAMPTON AND MARK CLARK Portrait 
in brown on ivory. (Actual size 4% x 51⁄2) 


SAVE! Order 10 cards for $7.50. 


402 IF YOU CAN WALK, YOU CAN DANCE! IF 
YOU CAN TALK, YOU CAN SING! A popular say- 
ing from our brothers and sisters in Zimbabwe. 

11 x 17 red, black and green on ivory linen-finished 
paper. Now in its 3rd printing. $2.50. 
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1 Quantity Price Amount 

¡ORDER FORM =". % 

- 5 a : + Des 102. 10075 > 

| Return to: Burning Spear Publications 103. Eso 20 302, 

1 7911 MacArthur, Oakland, CA 94605 104. 50 401. e 
; (415) 569-9620 105. 1.50 10 1 
; 10 6.06 1 
1 Send check or money order in fall amount. Add 107 5 > n: 
1 10 percent « minimum of $ 0 fe oping. jo. Ba. r 
H » — ea 

1 Name _ — 201 D._ - 
l Address 202 E.. i 
| City, State, Zip _ 203 1.0( F. ' 
1 Organization or Affi] 204. 1.00 6 Ta == i 
l JUDE ANT 205 1.00 H.. ` 1.00 =a tO 
i Wholesale prices a ble on orders 2 == 100 lO cards 7.50] 
i 5 207 — 1.00 Total A 


of 10 or more ea any one 
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We Are The African People’s Socialist Party 


“All our work is guided by our understanding that our struggle for national liberation 
within U.S. borders is an integral part of the whole African Liberation Movement; that the 
African Liberation Movement itself is a part of the great contest between the ever- 
emerging forces of international socialism and the dying, but not yet dead forces of impe- 
rialism; that the particular character of the African Liberation Movement within the U.S. is 
a struggle against U.S. domestic colonialism; that the destruction of colonialism, led by a 
conscious black revolutionary socialist party, will constitute the critical blow in the strug- 


gle for socialism within U.S. borders.” 


1, ALL OUR WORK IS GUIDED BY OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT OUR 
STRUGGLE FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION WITHIN U.S. BORDERS IS AN 
INTEGRAL PART OF THE WHOLE AFRICAN LIBERATION MOVEMENT. 


The African Liberation Movement is one of the oldest liberation movements in the 
world. It began many centuries ago, when the first European businessman put his foot 
on the Continent of Africa and forced an African person to do something against 
her/his will. 

The centuries-old attack on Africa resulted in the control of African land, 
resources and people by foreigners and aliens, and the forced dispersal of millions of 
Africans to foreign lands throughout the world as slaves. 

The problems of African people today are related to the present under-population 
of Africa which is the result of the violent kidnapping of our people and the alien con- 
trol of our land and resources. Our problems also stem from the genocide and oppres- 
sion we, the survivors of this kidnapping, have to endure in the various foreign lands we 
have been dumped in for the exploitation of our labor power, 

The struggle of black people within current U.S. borders is a struggle for national 
liberation, the liberation of our whole people; it is an integral part of the African 
Liberation Movement presently occurring on the Continent of Africa itself. 

The struggle for national liberation within current U.S. borders, therefore, does 
not have its origins in anything which occurred within the U.S., but is an integral part of 
the whole African Liberation Movement which began in Africa and was transported to 
various other sectors of the world, including the U.S. 


2. THE AFRICAN LIBERATION MOVEMENT ITSELF IS A PART OF THE 

GREAT CONTEST BETWEEN THE EVER-EMERGING FORCES OF INTERNA- 

TONAL SOCIALER AND THE DYING, BUT NOT YET DEAD FORCES OF 
ISM. 


The African Liberation Movement is not alone in its struggle against Western and 
U.S. imperialism. It is a part of the great movement that involves millions of people 
throughout Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the progressive forces within the Western 
imperialist countries themselves 

This earth-shaking struggle against national oppression, subjugation, and 
cconomic and social injustices, is one which unites the prrubctniss majority of the 
world’s population against Western and U.S. i the oppression of nations by 
nations for the sake of profits by financial capital, the banks, and the giant blood suck- 
ing corporations which work in alliance with 
to the other. This struggle by the world’s peoples against imperialism represents the 
greatest threat to production and rule for profit. Its success will bring forth a new day 
with a new economic and social order, one that will see the toiling masses of the world 
assume our rightful places as owners of the products of our labor and the collective 
determinants of our own fate and destiny. 

uch a struggle represents the ongoing process of the growing move by new 
historical forces to replace the outdated and repressive old historical forces. Such a 
struggle represents the great contest between the ever-emerging forces of international 
socialism and the dying, but not yet dead, forces of imperialism. 


3. THE PARTICULAR CHARACTER OF THE AFRICAN LIBERATION MOVE- 
MENT WITHIN THE U.S. IS A STRUGGLE AGAINST U.S. DOMESTIC COLO- 
NIALISM. 


hin current U.S. borders, the struggle for African liberation has a special 

y. It is a struggle to free ourselves from the terror, poverty, and oppression, which 
are caused by being ruled in a foreign land by a foreign and alien power, the primary 
intent of which is to exploit our labor power for the benefit of the U.S. capitalist system 
and at the expense of collective economic and social development of our people. 

This rule of our people by foreigners and aliens for the purpose of exploitation is 
colonialism, the most barbaric form of economic relationship and government in the 
world today. It is an economic and governmental form which denies the indisputable 
human right of self-government, It is an economic and governmental form which dis- 
torts social development and denies collective economic development through forcibly 
and arbitrarily molding our social and economic activity in a manner designed to per- 
petrate and serve the dominant U.S. capitalist economic and social system to which we 
are illegitimatety tied, and from which we are irretrievably estranged. 

The colonial domination of our people is unusual and rare in history. It is not the 
same as the domination of our people as we know it in Africa, where foreigners came to 
our national homeland and through the use of terror imposed their will upon us on our 
own land. The colonial domination of our people within current U.S. borders is differ- 
ent; it is not settler-colonialism, which is colonialism that results from people leaving 





— Chairman Omali Yesbitela 


their own native land and setting up an oppressive foreign government which oppresses 
the traditional occupants of the land in order to exploit them. 

a U.S. colonialism for African people within cufrent U.S. borders is domestic colo- 
nialism. 

As African people, forcibly transported to a foreign land by European settlers, also 
foreign to the land, it is our primary responsibility to struggle for the liberation of 
Africa, our national homeland, by waging a fierce battle within current U.S. borders 
against U.S. imperialism and for independence in our lifetime. 


4. THE DESTRUCTION OF COLONIALISM, LED BY A CONSCIOUS BLACK 
REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST PARTY WILL CONSTITUTE THE CRITICAL 
BLOW IN THE STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISM WITHIN U.S. BORDERS. 


Many peoples within current U.S. borders are struggling against U.S. imperialism 

its various forms, the Native People are also struggling against U.S. settler colo- 
nialism, for sovereignty, and for control of their land. The Chicano/Mexicano people 
are struggling against U.S, oppression of their people, as are the heroic Puerto Rican 
and other subject people. 

The U.S. North American (white) working class has a class contradiction with U.S. 
capitalism, and it is within its objective interests to join with the struggles of other sub- 
ject people in the struggles against U.S. imperialism. 

The vast majority of the peoples within current U.S. borders who are exploited and 
oppressed by U.S. imperialism are working peoples, the toiling masses who produce 
much of the value which constitutes U.S. wealth. 

However, the class struggle which unites us, the struggle which stems from the con- 
tradictions caused by private ownership and socialized production, is not of equal sig- 
nificance to us all in all its aspects. While the primary contradictions confronting the 
U.S. North American working class have their basis in the contradictory relations to the 
means of production, the primary contradiction confronting African people within the 

S. is a colonial contradiction, one which thrusts most of the various primitive class 
ormations in objective contradiction to U.S. imperialism 

Because of its settler-colonialist mary responsib he North 
American working class, «bose mas . tenis 

£ class ne A A 


s and build a socialist soc 
hich le superi 
system which wil oh to war, the explomanios and oppressos of 
humans by humans, national chauvinism, and the oppression of nations by mations. 

Socialism throughout the world is a necessary to the end of national 
divisions; it offers humanity. the possibility of a world community for the first time in 
history. 

Therefore, socialism is an economic and social system which is in the interest of all 
the toiling masses of the world, in Africa, and in the U.S. But just as the struggles for 
national liberation throughout the world and Africa represent the sharpest, most deci 
sive threat to imperialism internationally, the African-led struggle against domestic 
colonialism within current U.S. borders, represents the death blow to U.S. imperialism. 

S.-based struggle for natio ming its sharpest blows at the 

te apparatus, the institutions of coercion which protect and promote the U.S 

pitalist system, is like a time bomb implanted in the heart of a giant enraged and dying 
beast, 

A successful anti-colonial struggle for national liberation by African people within 
current U.S. borders will have to necessarily smash the coercive state apparatus which is 
directly responsible*for our subjugation and oppression, and which stands menacingly 
in the way of the ability of the toiling masses to seize control of the means of production 
and build socialism within current U.S. borders. 

Throughout our history as captives within current U.S. borders, African people 
have consistently resisted foreign domination, and our struggles have acted as catalysts 
for struggles for other peoples for progressive social change, and presented the U.S 
government and the system it serves their greatest threat. 

Because of the antagonistic and irreversible contradictions African people have 
with U.S. imperialism within current U.S. borders, and because of the great size of our 
population, having resisted all forms of genocide, the U.S.-based African struggle to 
destroy colonialism, led by a conscious black revolutionary party such as the African 
People’s Socialist Party, will constitute the critical blow in the struggle for socialism 
within current U.S. borders. 


AFRICANS OF THE WORLD UNITE TO DESTROY IMPERIALISM 





RULES OF PARTY DISCIPLINE 











At the June 2, 1974 Central Committee meeting the 
following rules were drafted so that Party members would 
have a guide to develop and strengthen our discipline. 


ANY PARTY MEMBER WHO: 
Does not consciously strive to elevate his or her 

political understanding has broken Party discipline; 

2. Does not strive to unite our Party with the masses has 
broken Party discipline; 

3. Reveals Party business without authorization has 
broken Party discipline; 

4. Discusses a Party member negatively to non-Party 
members has broken Party discipline; 

5. Exploits or oppresses African women through action 
or statement has broken Party discipline; 

6. Exploits or oppresses African people through action 
or statement has broken Party discipline; 

7. Fails to initiate constructive criticism or self-criticism 









has broken Party discipli: 

8. Ules words or actions to © divide the Party has broken 
Party discipline; 

9. Refuses to recognize and follow Party leadership 
through words or actions has broken Party discipline; 
10. Discards or weakens Party leadership as opposed to 
leadership has broken Party 











11. Helps to divide and circumvent international African 
unity through words or actions has broken Party 
discipline; 

12. Uses criticism to divide- and not unite the Party has 
broken Party discipline; 

.. Uses criticism or self-criticism on a personal level and 
not a political level has broken Party discipline; 
14. Uses criticism or self-criticism to hide her or his own 
shortcomings has broken Party discipline; 

15. Does not carry himself or herself worthy of emulation 





by the masses has broken Party discipline; 
16. Displays arrogance through actions or words has 
broken Party discipline; 
17. Displays negativism and reluctance in carrying out 
Party tasks has broken Party disciplin 
18. Does not strive to bring more Africans into the Party 
or Party organizations has broken Party discipline; 
19, Engages in adventurous and individualistic acts has 
broken Party discipline; 
20. Fails to carry out Party policy as manifested by the 
Party Constitution, and Party documents, and the Cen- 
tral Committee, has broken Party discipline; 

— from the Central Office 











BUILD TO WIN 
INDEPENDENCE IN OUR LIFETIM! 


ONE PEOPLE, ONE CAUSE, ONE PARTY! 





Page 16 / African People's Socialist Party 


The Working Platform of the 
African People’s Socialist Party 


What We Want—What We Believe 
Adopted September 23, 1979 


WE WANT PEACE, DIGNITY, AND THE RIGHT TO BUILD A 
+ PROSPEROUS LIFE THROUGH OUR OWN LABOR AND IN OUR 
OWN INTERESTS. 


We believe that the U.S. North American government and society were founded 
on the genocide of Native People, the theft of their land, and the forcible dispersal, 
enslavement, and colonization of millions of African people. We believe that the pres- 
ent condition of existence for African people within current U.S. borders is colonial- 
ism, a condition of existence where a whole people is oppressively dominated by a 
foreign and alien state power for the purpose of economic exploitation and political. 
advantage. We believe further that this colonial domination is the primary basis of the 
problems of African people within the U.S. and that we shall know neither peace, 
prosperity, nor human dignity until this colonialist domination is overthrown and the 
power over our lives rests in our own hands. 


WE WANT THE RIGHTS TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 
e CREATIVE AND PRODUCTIVE EMPLOYMENT WHICH PROMOTE 
THE NEEDS AND WELL BEING OF OUR ENTIRE PEOPLE. 

We believe that colonialism is a blood sucking system which causes all economic 
development to benefit the colonialist ruling class state and society at the expense of 
our colonized people. We also believe that the massive, habitual unemployment and 
underemployment of our people benefit the U.S. colonialist ruling class and capitalist 
system and that a struggle by African people for jobs must be combined with a strug- 
gle for socialism and independent economic development. ` 


WE WANT AN END TO ALL LOCAL, STATE, FEDERAL, AND 
e OTHER TAXATION OF BLACK PEOPLE BY THE U.S. GOVERN- 
MENT AND ANY OF ITS AGENCIES. 


We believe that such taxation is illegitimate, that black people have no real or 
meaningful authority within the U.S. government, and that U.S. taxation of African 
people is therefore taxation without representation. We believe that in the absence of 
such real or meaningful authority we have nothing to say about how such monies are 
used, and that therefore the taxes taken from black people are often used against us 
and other oppressed and exploited peoples within the U.S. and around the world. 

We believe that the use of taxes extracted from the African population to build 
more prisons to stuff us in and to hire more police to kill us with is criminal, asi the 
use of these taxes to hire soldiers to intimidate and plunder peoples oppressed by this 
same system internationally. We also believe African people must refuse to pay taxes 
to a government which uses such taxes to prop up and support brutal dictators around 
the world who keep their own oppressed and living in squalor in order to 
maintain U.S, and Western economic and political domination. 

WE WANT THE RIGHT TO FREE SPEECH AND POLITICAL 

ASSOCIATION, A GUARANTEE OF THE RIGHT TO WORK FOR 

RMENT AND EMANCIPATION OF BLACK PEOPLE WITHOUT 
MP 3 AND TH 


primarily as a result of our own efforts. We believe it is our duty to our mothers and 
fathers, our children and ourselves, to organize ourselves to overcome our oppres- 
sion. We believe that the rights to organize and speak out against our oppression are 
basic human rights and that the U.S. government must discontinue its attempts to 
smash these rights and must discontinue criminal attacks on those African patriots 
who work for the betterment and emancipation of our people. 


WE WANT THE RIGHT TO INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL AND 
e ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION WITH AFRICANS AND ALL OTHER 
PEOPLES ANYWHERE ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 


We believe that all black people are African people and are a part of a single 
national entity. We believe that the genuine freedom of African people everywhere is 
irreversibly linked to the creation of an independent, united, and socialist Africa. We 
believe the struggle of African people within the U.S. represents the U.S. front of the 
world wide movement of African people for African liberation, political indepen- 
dence, and socialist democracy. We believe that the world wide struggle for African 
liberation is in unity with the struggles being waged by the majority of the peoples of 
the world to end the oppression of nations by nations and to create a new world, 
within which the toiling masses will end the system of workers and bosses and slaves 
and masters and will own and benefit from the means and products of our labor and 
will have political authority over our own lives. We believe that the natural, objective 
friends of our struggle for African liberation, independence, and socialist democracy 
are all the toiling masses of the world—the people of the Middle East, the Asian and 
Latin American peasants and workers, the democratic forces throughout Eastern and 
Western Europe and the U.S., and the truly socialist states of the world, and that we 
must therefore have the absolute right to free political and economic international 
association. 


6 WE WANT THE IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE OF 
e ALL BLACK PEOPLE WHO ARE PRESENTLY LOCKED DOWN IN 
U.S. PRISONS. 


We believe that all the African men and women who are locked down in the U.S, 
concentration camps commonly ‘known as prisons are there due to decisions, laws, 
and circumstances which were created by aliens and foreigners for their own benefit 
and as a means of genocidal colonialist control. We believe that these decisions, laws, 
and circumstances were created and are enforced without our consent and are 
therefore illegitimate. We believe that the African men and women who are locked 
down in these concentration camps are victims of U.S. colonialist ruling class justice 
which maintains our enslavement and terrorizes our people, and that they should 
therefore be released immediately to the just representatives of our struggle for libera- 
tion, independence, and socialist democracy. 


WE WANT COMPLETE AMNESTY FOR ALL AFRICAN POLITICAL 

PRISONERS AND PRISONERS OF WAR FROM U.S. PRISONS OR 

THEIR IMMEDIATE RELEASE TO ANY FRIENDLY COUNTRY WHICH 
WILL ACCEPT THEM AND GIVE THEM POLITICAL ASYLUM. 


We believe that U.S. prisons are also used as the illegitimate tool for torturing, 
murdering, and holding captive those courageous daughters and sons of Africa who 
through their patriotic deeds or spoken or written words in support of the cause of our 
liberation have become political prisoners and prisoners of war. We believe, along 
with the majority of the peoples of the world, that it is the duty of the colonized and 
enslaved to resist slavery and colonialism and to fight for socialism and those who do 
so are patriots and heroines and heroes and should be held in the highest esteem. 


WE WANT THE IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL OF THE U.S. POLICE 
+ FROM OUR OPPRESSED AND EXPLOITED COMMUNITIES. 


We believe that the various U.S. police agencies which occupy our communities 
are arms of the U.S. colonialist state which is-responsible for keeping our people 
enslaved and terrorized. We believe that the U.S. police agencies do not serve us, but 
instead represent the first line of U.S. défense against the just struggle of our people 
for peace, dignity, and socialist democracy. Therefore, we believe the U.S. police is an 
illegitimate standing army, a colonial army in the African community and must with- 
draw immediately from our community, to be replaced by our liberation forces whose 
struggles in defense of our community and against our oppression demonstrate their 
loyalty to our community and their willingness to serve in its interest. 


WE WANT AN END TO THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL OPPRES- 
e SION AND ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION OF AFRICAN WOMEN. 

We believe in the absolute, unequivocal, political, social, and economic equality 
of African women and men. We believe that a fundamental test of the progressive or 
revolutionary character of any organization, party, movement, or society is its commit- 
ment, confirmed in practice, to the destruction of the special oppression of women 
and the elevation of women to the rightful place as equal partners and leaders in the 
forward motion of the development of human society and as leaders, makers, and 
shapers of human history. 

10 WE WANT THE RIGHT TO BUILD AN AFRICAN PEOPLE'S 
e LIBERATION ARMY. 

We believe that true freedom, although often taken away, cannot be given to a 
people. We believe that African people are our own liberators, and that we have a 
right and obligation to build an African People's Liberation Army to defend our 
political gains, our freedom fighters and communities, and to win our actual freedom 
from our oppressive colonial slave masters. We believe that neither meaningful 
freedom, nor guaranteed political and social gains, nor genuine liberation are possible 
without the assuring existence of an African People's Liberation Army. We believe 
further that the only legitimate wars are wars of national liberation, and wars to 

pose imperialist aggression, and that therefore, the only legitimate military forces 
for black people to serve se military forces which defend liberty and repel impe- 
riais aggression. Sack a force would be the African People’s Liberation Army. 


11 WE WANT US. AND THE INTERNATIONAL ELROPEAN 
+ RULING STATES REPAY AFRICA AND AFRICAN 


sently maintained by, the horrendous theft of human and material resources from 
Africa and its people. We also believe that this theft of human and material resources 


of dollars which must be paid to the Organization o! 

legitimate international organization of African people, for equitable distribution for 
the development of Africa. We also believe that reparations must be distributed to the 
various independent African states dispersed throughout the world, and to the 
legitimate representatives of African people forcibly dispersed throughout the world 


«who have not yet won liberation. 


1 WE WANT AN END TO THE VICIOUS, SELF-SERVING U.S. AND 

+ WESTERN EUROPEAN POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, AND MILITARY 
INTERFERENCE IN THE AFFAIRS OF AFRICA AND AFRICAN PEOPLE 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 


We believe that African people in Africa and elsewhere have a right and responsi- 
bility to solve our own problems, free from the unwanted, and self-serving interference 
of U.S. and Western imperialists. We believe that the U.S. and Western imperialist 
interference in the affairs of our people is designed to maintain the continuation of the 
theft of our human and material resources and our oppression and impoverishment. 

We believe that African people must be free to organize and struggle for an end 
to colonialism and neo-colonialism without interference from U.S. and Western 
imperialism which supports neo-colonialism and colonialism in Africa, the U.S. and 
elsewhere, and which has deposed progressive and revolutionary African leaders and 
replaced them with neo-colonialist stooges. 


1 WE WANT AN END TO U.S. COLONIAL DOMINATION OF AFRI- 
e CAN PEOPLE WITHIN THE U.S. $ 


We believe that the primary struggle of African people within the U.S. during this 
period is to throw off the alien U.S. colonial domination which is responsible for vir- 
tually every hardship imposed on black people by this government that is identifiable 
as a “black problem.” 

We believe that our problems with education—from our inability to control our 
own schools and determine the education of our own children, to the inferior and rac- 
ist quality of the education we do receive—are caused by colonialism. We believe that 
our problems with health care—from the absence of black controlled and operated 
health clinics and institutions throughout our communities to the hazardous health 
conditions imposed on us by poverty and callous government decisions —are caused 
by colonialism. 

We believe that our problems with housing—from the unavailability of decent 
and adequate housing for the majority of our people, to the delapidated and vermin- 
infested housing we are forced to live in—are caused by colonialism, 

We believe that our problems with food and clothing—from the terrible quality 
and quantity which are imposed on us by blood sucking merchants, to our inablity to 
produce and distribute them for and among ourselves —are caused by colonialism, 
where our whole people is dominated and oppressed by a foreign and alien state 
power for the purpose of economic exploitatoin and political advantage. 


1 WE WANT THE TOTAL LIBERATION AND UNIFICATION OF 
if + AFRICA UNDER AN A AFRICAN SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT. 


We believe that “the total liberation and the unification of Africa under an All- 
African socialist government must be the primary objective of all Black revolu- 
tionaries throughout the world. It is an objective which, when achieved, will bring 
about the fulfiliment-of the aspirations of Africans and people of African descent 
everywhere. It will at the same time advance the triumph of the international socialist 
revolution, and the onward progress toward communism, under which every society 
is ordered on the principle of—from each according to his (her) ability, to each 
according to his (her) needs.” —Kwame Nkrumah 


Build To Win Independence in Our Lifetime! 
One People, One Cause, One Party!! 


Revised and adopted at the First Congress of the African People’s Socialist Party 


September 6, 1981 
















“So you can see why your paper is to me the water 


Readers 
Write 
The 
Spear 
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I desperately need in this enemy-held desert.” 


M.A.R., Charlotte, NC: Revolution- 
ary Greetings: I have been reading 
The Burning Spear for quite some- 
time. It is both inspirational and 
enlightening. 

Here, in Charlotte, there is only 
one “so-called” major paper, the 
Charlotte Observer, and its content, 
‘to put it mildly, is viciously racist and 
pro-zionist. The only Black/African 
paper in town is a social rag, that 
deals with none of our realities and 
doesn’t even attempt to deal with 
solutions. 

So, you can see why your paper is 
to me the water I desperately need in 


this enemy-held desert. The truths 
you write and the information you 
provide helps us continue to teach 
and spread the word among our 
people. 

I have a Masters of Arts degree 
from Howard University in African 
History, with a minor in political 
economy. In addition, I am working 
on my Ph.P., with a concentration 
in education and public health devel- 
opment, so I can help in the future 
development plans of Africans and 
Africa. 

Presently, 1 am an independent 
researcher for the Afro-American 


Spear “Special on MOVE and 
Ramona Africa Came at a 
Moment of Great Fortune” 


M. Greetings, my brothers, sisters 
and comrades: I received the May/ 
June issue of The Burning Spear a 
couple of weeks ago, and I’m now 
sending you my Love and apprecia- 

+ tion for providing me with this val- 
uable material. 


UHURU HOUSE 
7911 MacArthur Blvd, Oakland 
569.9610 








The special on MOVE and Ram- 
ona Afrika came at a moment of 
great fortune, since me and my 
brother had been discussing that 
particular situation for some time 
now. 

The whole paper arrived at a 
much needed time. Even the title, 
“We Can't Wait For Our Freedom,” 
came to be of great use. A brother 
was attempting debate with me con- 
cerning the time span of our free- 
dom. So, along with my persistent 
verbal and non-verbal stance of the 
need for our Nation to “Live” now, | 
also felt it necessary to present the 
cover of this paper. 

It truly would be of great and 
honorable value to receive The Spear 
weekly, but I am presently incapable 
of extending financial reimburse- 
ments of any kind. 


the continuing 





Black Workers? 






So, however often I can receive 
The Burning Spear along with any 
and all other materials which can 
help me in Strengthening my Free- 
dom stance would be appreciated. 

I am in particular concern about 
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ia talking about Reaganism or 
Americanism of some sort. At the 
time of the Panther movement, I was 
in Pampers. So, my knowledge is 
somewhat limited to the nature of 
Mr. Cleaver. If possible, would you 
send me some information on this 
man, and possibly I can find some 
answers to the whys and hows of the 
decline since the '60s! 

Tam sending you a poem I wrote 
last month, which you can put in the 
paper if you like. I send it as a token 
of unity. 

If possible let me know when you 
receive this letter. There has been 
some problems with the mail here. 


Truth 


We are united, 

Royal seeds stripped away 
from Afrika’s soil. 

Thus, we are one!!! 

The time is near, 
where the seeds of Afrika 
shall burst asunder 
as a mighty whirlwind 
all over the world; 

and a heavenly life 
just as the embryo 
springs forth from the womb, 

shall be rebirthed 
from the seeds of Afrika 
to a higher level 
of development. 


Spear helps to awaken in me 
that which was unknown to me 


R., Centralia, Ill.: 1 am no longer at 
the Stateville Correctional Center. 1 
have been transferred to the Cen- 
tralia Correctional Center at P.O. 
Box 7711 Centralia, Ill. 62801. 

I would like for you to send me 


The Burning Spear. I really enjoy your 
Burning Spear and one of the reasons 
is that it helps to awaken in me that 
which was unknown to me. 

Ican only ask you to keep up the 
good work. Thank you. 


Cultural Center, in Charlotte, and 
parttime faculty in the African 
Studies Dept. of the University of 
NC-Charlotte branch. I teach 
courses on South Africa — its condi- 
tions and our collective role in its 
liberation — and Africans and Africa 
— Our Future Development. 

Iam a committed Pan-Africanist, 
who has participated in and helped 
organize major political demonstra- 
tions since 1967, as well as major 
cultural events. All with one aim, to, 
in my small way, help us move one 
step closer to our greater glorious 


liberated future — a UNITED 


Keep the 
Flames 
Burning! 

Subscribe 


O Regular / $10 yr. 
sti $25 



































The Burning Spear 

P.O. Box 27205 
Oakland, CA 94602 
Ph. (415) 569-9620 
















AFRICA. 

I would like very much to be a 
guest columnist or researcher and 
writer for your paper. Enclosed are 
copies of two articles I would like you 
to print, if it meets with your 
approval. I will write as often as you 
request, and would love to be of ser- 
vice in any other capacity you deem 
necessary. 

Thank you for your time and con- 
sideration in advance. 


PAN-AFRICANISM 
OR PERISH! 


Prisoner Sends 
$5.00 Donation 
Towards The Cause 


D.S.A.C., Huntington, PA: Comrade 
Brothers and Sisters: Enclosed is a 
$5.00 check, a donation towards the 
cause. 

I would send more if I could, but 
funds are very limited due to my 
imprisonment within the belly of this 
beast. 

y introduced to the The Bumn- 


must say that I could not put it down 

until the complete paper was finished. 
Would you please place my name 

on your mailing list. Also send me a 

copy of the May/June 1985 issue and 

a couple other back issues. 

Your Brother In the Struggle. 


An open letter to black prisoners 


and the world black community 


by Bernice Shortridge 

OAKLAND, Ca. — Uhuru, to all 
my sisters and brothers in the strug- 
gle and all of our men and women 
who are incarcerated, warehoused 
and held hostage in the name of jus- 
tice. Yes, justice for the rich, white 
slavemasters who still exist all over 
the world and in every field from pol- 
itics to employment, from high gov- 
ernment to local government, from 
city jails to federal penitentiaries, 
schools, hospitals, social services. 

But out of all of the above, let's 
concentrate on one of the most ser- 
ious, life-threatening issues: jails, 
prisons and the death penalty. 

We, the black people who are 
enslaved in Amerikkka in one form 
or another, are doomed to die, either 
by beatings, shootings, hangings, 
starvation or stabbings and any 
other way our keepers can do away 
with us. 

Any way you look at it, it’s gen- 
ocide. The death penalty may be all 
of the above plus injections of lethal 
drugs, cyanide and electrocution. So 
the question is: How do we stop this 
sadistic madness? 

T's not an easy problem to solve, 
because of the length of time this 
madness has been going on. Some 
white and black people think this is a 
way of life, but no. Hell no! This is 
not a way of life. What it is, is gen- 





ocide applied to the black, oppressed 
men and women and even to black 
babies. But as long as we accept this 
criminal attack upon us all over the 
world, it could very well be a way of 
life. 

What we need is to unite inside 
and outside — young and old. 
There's something for all of us to do, 
If we come together in the name of 
freedom, believe me, this will work. 
We only have one more time around, 
and, Brothers and Sisters, let's go for 
it! 

Now, just to inform you, we are 
losing our young, black men at a 
rapid pace in jails and prisons. Please 
write us from wherever you are, so 
that we can organize all over. 

We are still in need of donations 
for defense lawyers for our -brother, 
Freddie Lee Roberts, who the State is 
planning to murder, all because one 
police shot another police. Brother 
Freddie can continue to live if we are 
able to keep defense counsel for him. 
If we have to go down, let it not be 
without a struggle for our freedom. 
Write us. We will answer any and all 
mail. 

So, Brothers and Sisters, hang 
tough. Stay strong, and join us in the 
struggle. 


UHURU 
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Who Are the Party Members? 


Why Do They Join? 





Ae And The 


Fodalli Mboge 


(Formerly John Bowen) 


(Second in a series) 


In the fall of 1969 the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and 
the American Federation of State and County 
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) formed an alli- 
ance around the issue of quality education and 
striking workers of St. Joseph Hospital in Mem- 
phis. I attended one of the organizing meetings in 
which the plan was laid out at the small, black col- 
lege, Lemoyne College. 

The original plans laid out were to have a total 
black boycott of the schools in Memphis because 
there were no blacks on the Board of Education. By 
the following Monday the plan had changed to 
Black Mondays in which students were encouraged 
to stay away from schools on Mondays. 

This movement lasted from October to Decem- 
ber when Ralph Abernathy and other leaders of the 
“non-violent” Civil Rights Movement were invited 
in and would be arrested. There was also the threat 
of a Black Christmas urging blacks to boycott 
Christmas. 

The local leaders and Abernathy went to jail, 
but after this gesture they compromised with the 
city officials with the promise that there would be 
two black advisors on the school board. The 
NAACP pulled out of the strike and left the black 
workers at St. Joseph Hospital out on strike. They 
lost the struggle because the black workers’ commu- 
nity support was undermined by the NAACP. 
Therefore, the NAACP became discredited in the 
black community. 

At this time I was involved in the BSA faction 
which was moving to organize the community. We 
were for community control of the schools. Our call 


We had formed an | 
League for an Autonomous Black Community 
(LAB-C). The League was comprised of 19 students 
and former students. I was elected chairman of 
LAB-C: We not only called for community control 
of schools but also attempted to organize a black 
political caucus which would hold the black politi- 
cians accountable, The opportunist black politi- 
cians who attended our meetings became frightened 
by an organization of black militants who were call- 
ing for Black Power for the black community. 

We also called for cooperative economic devel- 
opment within the black community and were 
opposed to black capitalism. We had developed a 
cooperative program the first phase of which was to 
build a neighborhood food cooperative. We 
travelled to the nearest food cooperative in 
Greensboro, Mississippi to observe its operation. 
We were opposed to capitalism which we knew had 
built itself off our enslavement and genocide as well 
as the genocide of the Native People. 

The League for Autonomous Black Community 
also ventured into the cultural arena. We influenced 
the local Catholic Diocese to fund a black theater 
called Dopkwe House in which not only did we have 
plays such as “Blues for Mr. Charlie” by James 
Baldwin, but we pulled all of the revolutionary 
cultural workers—artists and musicians—into the 
Dopkwe House. These students and former stu- 
dents had a wealth of experience which enabled us 
to come off the campus. 

We conducted a successful political campaign to 
stop consolidation of the city and county which was 
designed, as we saw it then, to dilute the black 
voting power in Memphis. We won by influencing 
and alerting conservative whites in the county to the 
danger of Big Memphis dominating their lives. We 
also set up a black liberation school in the summer 
of 1970 in which we instructed several high school 
students about black history and culture. 

Yet by 1971 we had split due to the atmosphere 
of paranoia created by the U.S. government’s 
assault on the Black Liberation Movement and the 
lack of clarity on our part as to what Black Libera- 
tion meant. We did not really have knowledge of 
COINTELPRO, but we did know that the Memphis 
Police Department had a profile on all of us. 

We also had a problem of ideology because 
some of us were not revolutionary and were caught 
up in an opportunist trend which catered to getting 
funding from any source, including the govern- 
ment. 

We even participated in an organization called 
Greater Memphis Urban Development Corporation 








Brother Fodalli Mboge 


(G! ch zal 
participate in a venture of community capitalism — 
under the Chamber of Commerce where $1,000,000 
was allocated by the federal government. I was 
elected to the board along with four other LAB-C 
members. 

Our plan was to win the community election by 
stacking the board with community people we 
thought would represent the community, but cer- 
tain middle class elements had dollar signs in their 
eyes and wanted to cooperate with the five Chamber 
of Commerce members. The members of LAB-C 
prevented this coalition, by being at every meeting 
and raising hell. What the coalition wanted to do 
was fund certain black business entrepreneurs who 
had their own self interest at heart rather than that 
of the community. The five League members on the 
board successfully prevented any of the dollars 
from being allocated for the full year in which we 
represented the community. 

1 was still a student at Memphis State but did 
not participate in the BSA other than to write arti- 
cles for the BSA newspaper. During this time in the 
fall of 1970 1 was able to attend the Congress of 
African People (C.A.P.) founding conference in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

It was here that I was able to meet Imamu Amiri 
Baraka and to see Louis Farrakhan and Jesse Jack- 
son speak. I also met Charles Kenyatta and other 
members of the black nationalist tendency within 
the Black Liberation Movement. 

It was there that I was exposed to the fact that 
certain ideological differences had crystallized 
between the revolutionary nationalist and cultural 
nationalist groups. 

At the same time that this conference occurred, 
the Black Panther Party (BPP) was holding a con- 
ference in Philadelphia. The Panthers were under 
blistering attacks by COINTELPRO, and many of 
the leaders had been imprisoned or assassinated 
across the country. In Memphis, the BPP chapter 
attempted to house several families in a boarded up 
housing project, Texas Court, owned by the city, 
and about 15 members were arrested. 

The BPP never made a real dent in Memphis 
though one of its leaders, Janice Payne, did run for 
political office and lost. 

The Black Panthers appeared to be like the 
Invaders, and I never joined. After the C.A.P. 
conference in Atlanta, I came back with the papers 
from the conference. 

I could not join Baraka because of the “strong 
arm” tactics utilized by the Newark group which 
chose to intimidate any other independent groups 
which attended the congress rather than respect the 
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Bai r the proceedings was subject to this 
intimidation. 

So I left with some of the concepts which Lo 
intended to implement in Memphis. One of the con- 
cepts was the creation of an independent political 
party. 1 was able to recognize that ideological con- 
fusion was encircling the Black Liberation Move- 
ment. 

The League of Autonomous Black Community 
disintegrated internally, and I resigned as chairman. 
Several other members left the organization with 
me. We attempted to move on certain projects 
without having another organizational name. 

I returned to participation at Memphis State 
University, and we had several confrontations with 
the administration around the lack of financial aid 
to black students. But the BSA was no longer the 
visible organization it was in the beginning. 

I graduated from Memphis State in May, 1972. 
But even with a so-called college degree, there was 
no job forthcoming other than working minimal 
wage as a temporary clerk at IRS. 

I could not find any stable employment during 
the time I was a student—from age 17 to age 24. I 
continued to live with my parents during this time. 1 
strongly considered myself a revolutionary black 
nationalist at this time, but there was an organiza- 
tional vacuum in Memphis due to an absence of 
viable organizations. The Black Panther Party had 
been crushed nationally and locally by this time 
(1972). The NAACP had discredited itself within 
the community. 

This is the atmosphere in which Operation 
PUSH (People United to Save Humanity) was able 
to get a foothold in Memphis. I was familiar with 
Jesse Jackson's Operation Bread Basket which was 
the SCLC economic arm in Chicago. A dispute 
arose within Bread Basket's ranks, and Jesse split 
from SCLC and formed his own organization, 
PUSH. 

In Memphis, Reverend Samuel B. Kyles who 
was a friend of Dr. King was selected Executive 
Director of Operation PUSH-Memphis. Reverend 
Kyles promptly got in touch with Ronald Ivy, a pro- 
grammatic genius, who was a leader in the League 
for Autonomous Black Community (LAB-C) and 
informed him of the Operation PUSH Steering 
Committee meetings in the fall of 1972. 

Ronald Ivy then informed other people, includ- 
ing myself, of the development of PUSH in Mem- 
phis. I was not in any organization so 1 willingly 
came to one of the steering committee meetings to 
(See ME & APSP, Page 20) 
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The Black Movement In Philadelphia 
And The Struggle Against Neo-Colonialism 


Calls for Participation in Fifth Session of World Tribunal 


NCAA m —<< arn 
The following is the first in a series of a presentation made by ica National Reparations orion 
Northeast Regional Representative, Doc Hatter, at the National African Liberation Day Conference in Phila- 
delphia on May 25, 1986. We are printing this presentation in the pages of The Burning Spear because of its 
detailed effectiveness at exposing neo-colonialism and its demand of the black working class to participate 
in the liberation process, particularly in the Fifth Session of the World Tribunal on Reparations for Black 
People in the U.S., scheduled for mid-November in Philadelphia. One of the major purposes of the ALD 
Conference and demonstration which was held the previous day, was to consolidate the black movement 
against neo-colonialist rule which is the main trend of imperialist domination today. Doc Hatter’s presenta- 
tion contributed greatly to this effort. Forward to Philadelphia for the Fifth Session of the World Tribunal! 





and Put Neo-Colonialism on Trial! 


ani 





by Doc Hatter 


I'll try to give a summation of the 
situation here in Philadelphia as I've 
been able to summarize from my 
involvement in the struggles of 
African people in the city. 

I think it’s unquestionable, cer- 
tainly for people here in Philadelphia 
that the May 13th murders on Osage 
Avenue were the most — in terms of 
an assault ón African people by the 
State — the most serious, open 
aggression committed against black 
people in the modern history of Phil- 
_adelphia: Noy 










lelphia prior to May 
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"people that 1 here today and 


African Liberation 


clearly we attempted to raise up the 

OVE Family and their struggle for 
and we identified the real 
enemies ple in that assault 
that was made — that from the 
number of people that were here 
from different parts of the country 
and the support that we've gotten 
from people around the world, this 
is not just an individual opinion that I 
have, but it’s an opinion that's 
shared by people all over the planet. 

The May 13th murders of the 
MOVE Family, and I agree with 
Chairman Omali, is part of a conse- 
quence of the defeat of the Black 
Liberation Movement in this country 
that peaked in the '60s and the ’70s. 

I think that this can be clearly 
shown if people just look at the his- 
tory behind the May 13th murders 
— how it came about that the city 
was able to launch that particular 
attack against the MOVE Family and 
black people here in Philadelphia. 

In addition to that being a conse- 
quence of the defeat of the black 
revolutionary movement here in 
Philadelphia, it also represented the 
victory of the neo-colonialist forces 
over the liberation struggle here in 
the city. That's borne out in the his- 
tory of the movement of MOVE 
people and people struggling here in 
Philadelphia. 

Before 1 begin to talk about that 
history, it’s important to point out 
that although it may be possible to 
talk about the ideological or practical 
differences, or mistakes or contra- 
dictions that we can see within 
MOVE as an organization, the con- 
sequences of the attack on MOVE 
and on the black community in Phil- 
adelphia make that discussion 
merely academic. 
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Doc Hatter, speaking at 
militant May 13 Vigil at 
Clark Park in Philadelphia. 
The Vigil, sponsored by 


Family and Friends of 


Mumia Abu-Jamal marked 
the first anniversary of the 


bombing of the MOVE 


as a precondition for people to move 
is an act of cowardice in the face of a 
ruthless, cold-blooded enemy in this 
city that we've seen operate, not just 
on May 13th, but historically. 
They've been cold-blooded in terms 
of dealing with black people. 

When we talk about Philadelphia 
and struggle, we have to talk about 
black people being shot while hand- 
cuffed and stuff like that. That’s the 
history of the oppression here in 
Philadelphia. 

I'm saying that particular discus- 
sion [of MOVE], even though it 
could be had, misses the point. We 
miss the forest looking at the trees 
when we do that. 

I've heard some people say, 
“You can’t talk to ’em; you can’t 
deal with 'em; you can't do this; you 
can't do that.” I think that’s a cop- 
out, that people are trembling before 
the city administration. 

But to talk about some of the his- 
tory of MOVE and the city’s attack 
on these brothers and sisters: 

In 1978 there had been a series of 
confrontations, or so-called confron- 
tations-between MOVE and the city 
of Philadelphia around what MOVE 
termed their religious philosophy, 
which ranged from demonstrations 
protesting the imprisonment of 
animals in the zoo, to you-name-it. 


MOVE Rejected the System Totally 

One of the things that charac- 
terized MOVE as an organization 
and their philosophy is that they 
rejected this system totally — no ifs, 
and, buts about it. 

They say up-front that everything 
about it is rotten and that anybody, 
if they want to be genuinely free and 
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independent had to totally reject tl 
system. 

This was an aspect of MOVE that 
was held up as being back-to-nature 
philosophy, anti-technology, all 
these different kind of labels that 
they [the bourgeoisie] tried to stick 
on them to obscure the fact that 
MOVE saw, as the basis of their and 
„all of our oppression, a system that 
was unredeemable. You couldn't 
reform, you couldn’t change and 
remold and reshape it to make it 
‘work. You had to junk the whole 
system, completely! 

Their particular road, in terms of 
doing that was to just completely 
reject the system and to enter into a 
lifestyle that reflected their rejection 
of the system. 

At the same time the city of Phil- 
adelphia recognized that what 
MOVE represented outside of the 
specifics of what they said, was a 
resistance on the part of African 
people, of black people to their own 
oppression. 

I maintain the position that in as 
many different forms that our 
oppression takes, you’re bound to 
see just as many forms of resistance 
to it. Black people are resisting their 
oppression every day in countless 
different ways. This is recognized by 
the city with respect to MOVE. 

I believe that the city’s policy in 
terms of their continued attack on 
MOVE, both physically and through 
the press by propagandizing people 
to be antagonistic towards MOVE 
was because they recognized this 
resistance and felt it necessary to 
crush it, because resistance in the 
black community is something that 
spreads like wildfire. 

The broader political climate of 
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the city at that as you know, 
was one that was characterized by 
the repressive nature of the gov- 
ernment as it dealt with black peo- 
ple. 

We were, in this city, under the 
leadership of Frank Rizzo, who first 
came to power as the mayor in 1971 
with a mandate from white power in 
this city to go out and kick the nig- 
gers’ ass — to get rid of the Black 
Panther Party, to get rid of revolu- 
tionary and pro-independence 
groups. 

This was the ex-police-chief- 
turned-mayor who shows up at a for- 
mal Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) 
gathering with a nightstick stuck into 
his belt and who later on that night” 
was slapping the wives of black police- 
men in their mouths with blackjacks.- 
They tell you the part about the 
nightstick in the belt, but they don’t 
tell you that he was literally attack- 
ing the wives of black policemen at 
that particular gathering. 

I mean this was the commander- 
in-chief of Philadelphia. This was the 
order of the day for black people in 
Phildelphia. Frank Rizzo was in 
power.. And when I say he was in: 
power, I mean the so-called tradi- 
tional means and expressions within 
the so-called electoral political system 
here were completely denied to black 
people because he had absolute 


power in the city. 


Rizzo Represented White Power 

There was no business about 
Frank Rizzo the liberal, it was Frank 
Rizzo the cop turned mayor and, 
“Niggers, you get out of line, I got 
something here for you. I'll get you 


(See STRUGGLE, Page 20) 
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get more information about Operation PUSH. 

I did not become a follower of Jesse Jackson 
even though I joined Operation PUSH. The organi- 
zational vacuum which existed in Memphis, which I 
understand more clearly today as a result of the 
defeat of the Black Liberation Movement, led me to 
a decision to join Operation PUSH in an attempt to 
revitalize black nationalist consciousness. 

At the same time I came to realize that black 
people all over the world had no power over our 
lives. I had taken two African history courses in 
which I had to struggle with a white instructor who 
was teaching the story of European adventures in 
Africa rather than the African history which I had 
been studying on my own from Nkrumah and 
Fanon. I had some consciousness of Africa and 
identified with the African Revolution which is 
worldwide in scope. 

1 thought that I could influence Operation 
PUSH-Memphis in a certain direction which would 
raise the conditions for a viable nationalist 
organization to emerge. I thought that my former 
comrades from LAB-C would realize the potential 
for this, but we became absorbed into the PUSH 
“spirit” to a large extent. 

I organized the first political workshop out of 
which the effort to build an Independent Black Pol- 
itical Party came into being. 1 became Political 
Division Chairman, and at the Saturday morning 
mass meetings I would speak about organizing this 
Independent Black Political Party. This was in 
January, 1973 when Operation PUSH-Memphis 
announced that it was organizing a local Indepen- 
dent Black Political Party. But Operation PUSH 
was not yet on the political map in Memphis. 

We had a strategy of dividing the city into four 
geographical areas and were going to organize pre- 
cinct and block organizations throughout the city. 
When we set up meetings in precincts, we would 
drop leaflets within the precinct. But the response 
was minimal. 

The Political Division had about 15 persons in 
it. Within the Political Division we decided that we 
did not have a base within PUSH to create a pol- 








meeting at PUSH that the J.C. Penney 
Southgate Shopping Center, Memphis, which did 






about 98 percent of their business with the black 
community, had a white store manager. We saw it 
as an opportunity to build Operation PUSH. 

The leadership of Operation PUSH agreed to 
picket and boycott this store on the next Saturday. 
This was how 1 got to spend five months of my life 
in front of a J.C. Penney’s store in a shopping 
center in the heart of the black community. 

I pulled the Political Division into this activity, 
and we made a decision to organize in the commu- 
nity around the shopping center. We had meetings 
nearly every night after the day was over on the 
picket line. We put Operation PUSH on the polit- 
ical map in Memphis by wearing PUSH picket 
signs. 

The response of the people was tremendous. 
Not only did they not go into the store, but many 
people participated on the picket line and fed the 
picketers or bought soft drinks for them. We won 
the respect of the workers inside J.C. Penney who 
were at first antagonistic. We had an active picket 
line. We refused to be silent, and we were engaging 
people in discussion about the movement. 

On several occasions 1 had to talk people (who 
wanted to cross the picket line) into not shooting us 
with pistols that they had drawn. J.C. Penney had 
an injunction set against us which limited us to two 
picketers and ordered that we say nothing to the 
persons going in. But we never paid any attention to 
this injunction. 

We were creative, and I was the only picketer to 
go to jail. 1 was set up because the police had deter-. 
mined that I was the leader of the boycott, so when 
this black woman went past me on one occasion, I 
stated to my comrade in reference to her, “Some 
black people ain’t got no sense.” 

She walked in and hurriedly came back and 
demanded to me to tell her what I said. I turned 
again to my comrade and repeated the same state- 
ment. The pigs came out and got my name and 
address, but did not arrest me. They waited until 
three days later after I walked home from the picket 
line and arrested me at my house. 

The picket ended at the end of August. Five of 
the 11 women did receive their jobs back, but I left 
PUSH because the National Organization did not 


also had begun a process of pol 
tical education within the PUSH Political Division 






at the nightly meetings. I left also, because I was 
committed to a black political party. 

Ten persons came out of the Political Division, 
and we learned that Willie Ricks of the All-African 
People’s Revolutionary Party (A-APRP) was in 
Atlanta. I had known about A-APRP when the 
New York Times announced in the fall of 1972 that 
Stokely Charmichael had returned from Guinea, 
Africa and had made a call for the All-African Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Party. 

An A-APRP member, Troy King, had come to 
PUSH headquarters at Monumental Baptist 
Church and had given me the post office box 
address of the organization. 1 typed up a letter to 
A-APRP, but my letter was returned as undeliv- 
erable. 

September 1973 1 enrolled as a graduate student 
at Memphis State and became an advisor to the 
BSA which had been revitalized. We set up a BSA 
Unity Conference in which black organizations, in- 
cluding A-APRP, were invited. We had representa- 
tives from NAACP, Operation PUSH, SCLC, 
Black Panther Party and A-APRP on the panel. 

Willie Ricks stole the show and pulled the stu- 
dents to A-APRP’s position which appeared to be 
the most revolutionary one. The theme of the con- 
ference was “Where Do We Go From Here?” 
A-APRP appeared to have a strong anti-imperialist 
position which stressed Africa as the core of the 
revolutionary struggle of African people. 

This was in November, 1973. We were already 
meeting, as I related before. So A-APRP came right 
on time, and three work study groups were set up. 
For the next ten years I was an active participant in 
this organization, 

I participated in a ten-member work study 
group. We received a work/study book list from 
Willie Ricks and proceeded to acquire the books on 
the list. We did not have any African or black book- 
stores in Memphis, so we first had to obtain 
xeroxed copies of the books and other political edu- 
cation materials. 

We understood the necessity for ideological 
development and embraced the study program 
immediately every week. In my group we had the 
most experienced people who joined A-APRP— 
people who had participated in the Black Liberation 
Movement in groups such as SNCC and the Black 
Panther Party, students and working people. 


I thought that the A-APRP was an Organizations. 


of revolutionaries which was looking for individu- 
als who were willing to join as full-time revolution- 
aries. A-APRP was in its formative stages. We 
ght Stokely Carmichael on a four-day tour. to 


Struggle Against Neo-Colonialism in Philadelphia 


pe ats 
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back in line.” He said if it was up to 
him, they could have took the Phila- 
delphia Police Department and 
turned the whole Bay of Pigs around. 

This was the attitude and this was 
the general condition of Philadelphia 
at that particular time. 

You have to be able to appreciate 
the fact that their insistence on 
crushing MOVE had to do with 
their insistence on denying black 
people any type, any form, any 
expressions of resistence to their own 
oppression. 

In the black community at that 
same time, coming on the heels of 
the assault that was carried out on 
our movement both locally and 
nationally, with some of the most 
militant, revolutionary organizations 
in this city as in cities all across this 
country being dispersed, leaders 
being locked up and murdered, there 
was at the same time an attempt to 
impose leadership on black people 
from without by the white power 
system here in the city of Philadel- 
phia. 

T's not unimportant to mention 
that even though you have a person 
like Frank Rizzo in power and you 
have a total subjugation of African 
people, we never stopped resisting, 
never stopped fighting for our 
liberation. What brings us here today 
is that even though we can recognize 
that we suffered a setback, we suf- 
fered a defeat, we are merely the rem- 
nants of that resistance: rising back 
up, dusting itself off, getting ready for 


another trial. 

They’ve never been able to com- 
pletely crush and eliminate the resis- 
tance on the part of black people. 
MOVE was a part of that and black 
people throughout Philadelphia were 
still attempting to struggle against 
the oppression. 

Rizzo was catching hell. It was 
clear who the enemy was in this 
town. Rizzo didn’t have to come out 
into the black community to try and 
win people over because he'd show 
his face in North Philly, around this 
area right here, and they'd throw 
bricks at him. (laughter) There was 
no bones about it — people saw 
Frank Rizzo as being the representa- 
tive of white power dominating the 
lives of black people. 

When he came to town for elec- 
tions he went to the Italians in South 
Philly and promised them that blacks 
would not come another block fur- 
ther south. He went to the Northeast 
and told them that they won't cross 
9th Street, not one more block. 

But when you look at the results 
of the elections he lost overwhelm- 
ingly. Out of 200,000 blacks who 
voted, Rizzo might have about 98 
votes. lt was that kind of rejection, 
that kind of struggle on the part of 
black people against their oppres- 
sion. 

That resistance was picking itself 
up, dusting itself off and becoming 
more and more organized every day. 

In terms of its resistance, in terms 
of its complete rejection and repudia- 
tion of the system and constantly 





telling peole that we had to fight, 
MOVE as an organization served as 
a motivator, as a spiritual kind of 
thing that kept people going. 

I heard people talk about it. 
When you're out on the street, you 
talk about MOVE with people. They 
can disagree with the philosophy, 
disagree with the dreads, disagree 
with anything they want, but one of 
the things that we all agree on is that 
the brothers and sisters never backed 
down! I mean they kept going for- 
ward on their beliefs no matter what. 

In 78, MOVE had a compound, 
as it was called. They had this plat- 
form and bullhorn. They used to 
come out and tell the people what 
the police were doing to them. People 
didn’t like to hear those stories, but 
those stories that they were running 
were real. 

I mean, the pigs were picking 
these people up, handcuffing them, 
beating them before they put ‘em in 
the paddy wagon, beating them in 
the paddy wagon, beating them in 
the police station, beating them in 
the courthouse, you know what I 
mean, beating them all the time they 
were in prison, and before they let 
them out, beat ‘em again. 

When they talk about babies liter- 
ally being knocked out of people's 
hands and stomped by these pigs 
with these boots on that MOVE: 
called boot-cops, that was real. 

When they talk about pregnant 
MOVE members being knocked to 
the ground and kicked into the stom- 
achs until they had miscarriages and 
stuff like that, that was real. 





Black Workers! 
Get Organized! 
ANRO Meeting 
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Those were no exaggerations. 
Proof positive of that is that 
everybody in the world witnessed the 
pigs beating Delbert Africa on Aug- 
ust 8, 1978 after the brother came 
out, surrounded with his hands up, 
unarmed, and people saw him knocked 
to the ground and dragged and kicked 
and everything else. 

MOVE Motivated 
by African Liberation 

These brothers went through hell 
in terms of resistance and fighting for 
what they understood to be the 
struggle of black people to be free. It’s 
no question that they were motivated 
by the liberation of African people. 

As Chairman Omali identified 
earlier, they took on the name Africa, 
as a clear identifier. you know, 
“What’s your name?”, “Africa” 
Whatever — John, Charlie, whoever, 
but Africa. That was a clear identif- 
ication in terms of where they were 
coming from, in terms of how they 
view themselves. 


Continued next issue 









Le Duan Dies 





Great Leader of Vietnamese 
People and World Revolution 


The great Vietnamese leader and 
revolutionary, Le Duan, died on July 
10, 1986 at the age of 79. 

The Vietnamese people achieved 
tremendous victories over the Japan- 
ese, French and finally over U.S 
imperialism through the leadership 
of the Vietnamese Communist Party 
of which Le Duan was a leader. 

The Vietnamese struggle reached 
great heights in the '60s during a 
time when Revolution was the main 
trend in the world, Revolution was 
sweeping Africa, Asia, the Americas 
and the South Pacific. During this 
period we witnessed the rise of the 
Tupamaros in Uruguay, the FSLN in 
Nicaragua, the Black Panther Party 
in the US., to name a few. 

Although many of these revolu- 
tionaries were defeated, the Viet- 
namese were victorious precisely 
because of veteran revolutionaries 
like Le Duan and Ho Chi Minh. 

The high tide of Revolution 
which occurred during this era led 
Che Guevara to call for two, three 
many Viet Nams to defeat the U.S: 
imperialists. It is within this great 
legacy which we can examine the 
role of great leaders such as Le Duan. 


Who Was Le Duan 
and What Was His Background? 


am. As a teenager Le Duan 
employed as a railway clerk which 


Se meiosis 
important Vietnamese worl ing class 


under French colonialism. This was a 

which eventually brought Le 
Duan come one of the founders 
of the namese,Communist Party 
under the leadership of the revered 
Vietnamese revolutionary Ho Chi 


Minh. 







He was imprisoned by the French 
colonialists for his revolutionary 
activities on ten occasions from 
1930-1936 and 1940-1945 in the 
infamous Con Son penal island 
where Vietnamese political prisoners, 


The Struggle For 


BREAD, PEACE 


and 


BLACK POWER 


were placed in tiger cages as jail cells. 
Con Son was reserved as the major 
torture facility in an attempt to break 
political prisoners. Le Duan survived 
this imprisonment as prisoners were 
liberated in the Great August 1945 
Revolution, to eventually become a 
leading member in the Politburo of 


the Central Committee of the 
Vietnamese Communist Party 
(VCP). 

























e VCP 

achieved e most oil victory 

ip because it was able to mold 

‘an experienced cadres under 

revolutionary communist principles 

which were guided by the precept of 

“concrete analysis of concrete condi- 
tions,” 

In the words of Le Duan in his 
most famous book The Vietnamese 
Revolution, Fundamental Problems and 
Essential Tasks, 

“Throughout all periods of the 
national democratic revolution, our 
Party, on the basis of a firm worker- 
peasant alliance, has brought 
together all patriotic and progressive 
popular strata and has united all the 





nationalities and religious communi- 
‘ties within the country that could be 
rallied. It has won overall forces 
opposed to the common enemy of 
the nation and has brought into exis- 
tence a broad National United 
Front, which, by neutralizing many 
forces, was able to direct the thrust of 
the revolution against the imperialist 
aggressors and their agents. The suc- 
cess of the Revolution is a result of 
the correct front policy pursued by 
our Party.” 

The Vietnamese Communist 
Party has selected Truong Chinh 
who is an able leader and revolu- 
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tionary in his own right to take the 
place of Le Duan. Troung is also 
State Council chairman. The emer- 
gence of Truong as leader demon- 
strates how the VCP was able to 
adhere to the principles of collective 
leadership which brought them total 
victory. 


LONG LIVE THE 
VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION 
LONG LIVE THE 
REVOLUTIONARY LEGACY 
OF LE DUAN 
COMPLETE THE BLACK 
REVOLUTION OF THE 1960s 


APSP Message to Vietnamese 
Mission at United Nations 


Vietnamese 


revolutionary, 
People’s Socialist Panty remember well the 


Le Duan. 


people in the struggle for national liberation and 
colonial designs i 


he victory 
achieved by the Vidinamage we pennies under the leadership of Le Duan 
the struggle presently being waged by Viet 
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of colonialism will we be able to solve 
the inherent medical problems such 
as hypertension created by it. 

The Bobby Hutton African Peo- 
ple's Freedom Mobile Clinic will be 
moving throughout Oakland to com- 
bat these symptoms of colonialism by 
treatment, education and training 
which will assist us on the medical 
front to engage the real enemy — 
‘colonialism. 

The July 19 event was a truly sig- 
nificant happening because for the 
first time since the death of the Black 
Panther Party, a dual power institu- 
tion, the Bobby Hutton African Peo- 
ple’s Freedom Mobile Clinic has 
been started with the mission of the 
black working class seizing power in 
its own hands. 

The African People's Socialist 
Party has undertaken as its primary 
task to complete the Black Revolu- 








tion of the '60s. The future plans of 
the Mobile Clinic include a series of 
six-week campaigns starting with the 
69th Ville Housing Projects to bring 
a minimum program of health care to 


our community. This health care 
includes services which are not readi- 
ly available to our community. 

The services provided in the near 
future will include free sickle cell 
anemia testing, prostrate’ cancer 
testing, pregnancy testing and school 
vaccinations (on a limited basis). 

Future programs being planned 
by the Bobby Hutton African 
People's Freedom Clinic will also 
include a Bay Area Conference 
which will involve workshops on set- 
ting up a stationary Bobby Hutton 
African People's Freedom Mobile 
Clinic. For further information con- 
tact Junis Wilson at 7911 MacArthur 
Blvd., Oakland, Ca. (415) 569-9620. 
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Nicaragua Wins Against U.S. In World Court 


(Continued from Page 6) 
legality to the powerless, oppressed 


iAfrican people in the United States 


would be to validate the most cynical 
concept that ‘might makes right.’ It 
would give credence and validity to 
the awful concept of the right of the 
powerful to make and enforce inter- 
national law. Such law is no law at 
all. It is accepted tyranny. 

“Therefore, this World Tribunal 
must determine whether interna- 
tional morality might prevail in the 
interests of the powerless. This Tri- 
bunal will determine whether, even. 
in the absence of State power, the 
tights of the oppressed will be recog- 
nized as rights which may be respec- 
ted in the form of applied inter- 
national law, whether they may. be 
respected in the form of an interna- 
tional trial of an oppressor State 
power.” (Reparations Now, 1983, 
Burning Spear Publications, Oak- 
land., p. 35.) 

How much closer unity can be 
demonstrated than the basis for the 
1982 World Tribunal and the San- 
dinista summary of the significance 
of the World Court verdict of 1986? 
Dr. Augusto Zamora, a legal adviser 
to the Ministry of the Exterior and a 
member of Nicaragua’s legal team in 
the World Court, had this to say in 
summing up its significance: 

“The World Court's decision will 
be historic in many ways. The foun- 
dations of the international legal 
order are at stake: the central issue 
before the bench is the right of all 
nations to liberty, independence, 
and selfdetermination when con- 
fronted with militarily and econom- 
ically powerful 
Sere ed by N 
April 30, 1985, states: 

“Te is significant that only in the 
World Court can Nicaragua con- 
front the United States as an equal 
without the outcome of the dispute 
being influenced by the crushing mil- 
itary and economic power of its 
adversary. Nicaragua requests that 
the court not only vindicate its legal 
rights, but also defend the adminis- 
tration of international justice from 
being perverted in the hands of the 
powerful.’ ‘ ; 

“The United States is trying to 
impose a single type of relations 
between the nations of the world: 
one determined by force. If this ideo- 
logical concept were to prevail, then 










inevitably, the weak would submit to 
the powerful and, consequently, 
there would be a proliferation of war 
and intervention in a world where 
oppressed peoples are demanding 
with increasing forcefulness, their 
right to live in liberty. 

“We can therefore say that Nica- 
ragua’s struggle to defend its political 
independence, territorial integrity 
and free will is a struggle in the inter- 
ests of the entire community of 
nations. Weaker nations, such as 
Nicaragua, have contributed to the 
development and strengthening of 
the current international legal order. 


In it they have a substantial line of , 


defense against those powers that 
consider themselves to be an ‘inter- 
national police force,’ a concept 
expressed by president Theodore 
Roosevelt in his 1904 address to 
Congress. 

“Consequently, it is of over- 
whelming importance to interna- 
tional peace and security that the 
community of nations respond to the 
threat of the policy of force cham- 
pioned by the US. government. 

“The current international legal 
order is built on the spirit of protect- 
ing future generations from the 
scourge of war, reaffirming equal 
tights for men and women, and small 
and large nations. It strives to create 
conditions for preserving justice and 
respect for the obligations of states 
emanating from international law to 
ensure that armed force will not be 
used except to serve the common 
interest, as set forth in the preamble 
of the United Nations Charter. 

“If the US. government’s policy of 


gas 








process of disintegration, in which 
the law will be determined by the 
number of soldiers accompanying 
the diplomats. —’ Barricada Interna- 
tional, July 3, 1986, Vol. VI, no. 210, 
Dh 

While the U.S. government picks 
up Africans off the streets of the 
U.S. every day for failure to appear in 
the colonial courts, they had the 
arrogance to boycott the World 
Court when they knew the decision 
would go against them. Nevertheless, 
the decision of the World Court 
upholds the right of self-deter- 
mination and revolution because it 
identifies the U.S. as an international 
terrorist. Today the Reagan Doctrine 





uses propaganda about terrorism and 
the drug war to sponsor more than 
50 wars around the world in which it 
is projected that five million people,” 
mainly colonized people, will be 
killed. All of the ideological justifica- 
tion must be stripped away from 
these colonial wars, as we colonized 
peoples speak for ourselves by. build- 
ing successful struggles for national 
liberation. > 

Dr. Zamora concluded his analy- 
sis by pointing out the revolutionary 
use of international law against the 
piracy of the US. government: 


$4.00 108. 
The U.S. Was Found Guilty At 





“We must refer to an oft-repeated 
question: If the United States refuses 
to abide by the World Court's deci- 








means to oblige the United States, a 
world superpower and permanent 
member of the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, to abandon its illegal policy and 
respect the Court's ruling. Even 
though the U.N. Charter provides 
measures for such cases, we could 
best respond to that question with 
the words of Professor Eduardo 
Jimenez Arechaga, eminent Uru- 
guayan jurist and former president of 
the World Court, who said: 

‘A state which does not appear 
before the Court, after the Court has 
declared itself competent to hear the 
case and has ruled against that state, 
placés itself in a very difficult, almost 
untenable position.... The 
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Charter's duties establish that any 
nation that uses force in violation of 
the Court’s decision — even if that 
decision was made under objections 
from that country — must be consid- 
ered an offender by the political 
bodies of the United Nations. It may 
be assumed that such a flagrant and 
blatant violation of the norms of 
international law and morality 
would be inadmissable to the vast 
majority of states.” 

The same week that the World 
Court made its ruling, the United ` 
States Congress dealt a blow to the 
fruitless strategy of the social dem- 
ocrats in the white left who have 
made Nicaragua solidarity work into 
a Democratic party lobbying effort. 

That week, the congress passed 
the bill to give $110 million in “aid” 
to the Contra military forces, which 
was really a bill for $412 million to all 
the reactionary efforts at military 
readvancement in the region. 

The Nicaraguan people are pre- 
paring for further terrorist attacks 
from the entrenched U.S. military 
bases that line their northern border, 
and for direct U.S. intervention. 

The African People's Socialist 
Party calls for all the struggling 
peoples of the world to study the 
precedents in international law from 
the Black Reparations Tribunals and 
from the World Court — and to 
apply our efforts in winning indepen- 
dence and self-determination, in 
bringing the real criminal to justice. 

We must encircle and expose- 
imperialism and defeat it on every: 
possible front. Nicarágua's World 
Court victory has laid imperialism 
p re, : 


mil icto of tl fo 


Revolution and progress over impe” 
rialism is certain. coe. 
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 


(Copies of Reparations Now!, ar. 
abbreviated report from the Interna- 
tional Tribunal on Reparations for 
Black People in the U.S., are avail- 
able for $4.00 from Burning Spear 
Publications, 7911 MacArthur Blvd., 
Oakland, CA 94605. Copies of Barri- 
cada Internacional, International’ 
Weeky of the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front, are available from 
Apartado 576, Managua, Nicaragua 
Libre. Subscriptions are $24/yr.) 


from the sixties despite the general defeat of the Black 
Revolution. 

Hence, we were able to develop upon the advances 
of our Revolution of the Sixties and to become a revo- 
lutionary Party of the black working class in actual 
composition as well as in ideology. 

The defeat of the Black Revolution of the Sixties 
meant that the black petty bourgeoisie as well as the 
black working class would lose confidence in the abil- 
ity of the black working class to lead our Revolution 
to a successful conclusion. 

Thus many prganizations, some of which were 
extremely radical, were built to serve the needs and 
aspirations of the black petty bourgeoisie, but few ele- 
ments of the black petty bourgeoisie were willing to 
peel away from the black petty bourgeoisie and join 
with a revolutionary black working class party. 

Until now. Until now when the Party has proved 
itself over and over, again even to the satisfaction of 
our enemies and even as the petty bourgeois organiza- 
tions have finally succeeded in demonstrating their 
extreme limitations and, in some instances, their 
bankruptcy. 

The new elements coming into the Party will bring 
their many skills with them. They will also bring with 
them their experiences within petty bourgeois organ- 





izations, their one-sided development that is generally 
devoid of practice, and sometimes, due to the nature 
of their development, some contempt for the black 
working class. 

This is one of the reasons building and consolidat 
ing the Party is such an urgent task at this moment. 
This is one of the reasons theoretical development 
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and organizational training for our cadres is such an 
urgent task for our Party at this moment. 

For while building for the Second Party Congress 
we must bring the best of these new brothers and sis- 
ters, along with the hundreds of ordinary black work-= 
ers, into the Party. s 

But in order to protect and develop the revolution- 
ary essence of the Party we must be capable of repre- 
senting the Party correctly. 

Otherwise we will make many errors and`our 
Party’s strengths which led new sectors to us will 
become our weaknesses in the face of the inability of 
inexperienced and poorly trained cadres to uphold 
them. 

While various methods to enhance the Party's 
theoretical development and organizational training 
are already being employed at various levels of the 
Party, this article is the first of a series which will be 
written on the Party as a part of the process of educat- 
ing and training our cadres. 

All Party members and leading Party organizations 
should study and discuss these articles and offer your 
comments. 


FORWARD TO THE SECOND CONGRESS OF 
THE AFRICAN PEOPLE’S SOCIALIST PARTY 
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Santa Cruz and Oakland Authorities Continue 
To Press For Prison Time for Solidarity Workers 


by African People’s 
Solidarity Committee 


OAKLAND, Ca. — ‘As. this issue 
of The Buming Spear goes to press, 
Kitty Reilly and Rick Ayers, two 
active, leading members of the 
solidarity movement under the 
leadership of the African People’s 
Socialist Party await sentencing at a 
July 28 court hearing. 

Last month’s Spear reported in 
detail how these two North Ameri- 
can comrades face up to a month in 
prison on framed-up charges after the 
police attacked Party members and 
Uhuru House supporters at a 1984 
Oakland city council meeting. 

On July 3, 1984 the Party was offi- 
cially on the city council agenda in 
order to call on the council to stop 
the eviction of the Uhuru House. 
Party members stated that black 
workers have a basic human right for 
such a community center which is 
the scene of organizing around their 
needs and aspirations. They struggled 
further that the Uhuru House right- 
fully belongs to the black community 
instead of the white absentee land- 
lord who was trying to retire off of 
draining rents and resources from. 
East Oakland. 


The cops | ragged Rick Ayers out 
of the chambers and began beating 
him in the hall behind closed doors. 
After the ensuing struggle Ayers and 


arrest, disrupting a public 
‘Meeting and assault on a policeman. 
Since their trial in the fall of 1984, 






‘wetheir case has been in appeal and they 


have tion. Now the 
final level 
nia Supreme Court has been turned 


|. July 28 remains their sentenc- 


in “liberal” Santa Cruz 
ialist mayor, two 
members of the African People's Soli- 
darity Committee (APSC) are being 
slapped with similar false charges car- 
rying even greater penalties. 

In March of this year Harriet 
Jacobi and Paul Sykes were canvas- 
sing door to door in Santa Cruz to 
raise money and support for the 
Uhuru House programs. APSC has 
been organizing there for more than 
a year as a rear base of resources for 
the Oakland Uhuru Movement. 

After Sykes and Jacobi had gone to 
several doors, two Santa Cruz pigs 
stormed up on the porch of a man to 
whom the two comrades were talk- 
ing, charging that they were violat- 
ing the law by going door to door. 

In Santa Cruz it is well known that 
every group from the Girl Scouts, to 
anti-nuke, to “save the whales” 
organizations regularly canvass to 
raise money. 

However, suddenly it became ille- 
gal for white people to go out to talk 
to other white people about why it is 


Jacobi and Sykes immediately 
began challenging the police that it 
was not illegal to go door to door in 
Santa Cruz. They also began agitat- 
ing as a way to stop this attack. They 
called out that the police had no 
right to assault them for'speaking to 
other people about supporting the 
Uhuru Movement. It was only hap- 
pening, they stated, because this was 
about asking white people to support 
black workers who are leading their 
own movement in their own interests 
and standing up for power. 

The police grabbed Jacobi in a half 
nelson twisting her arms back pain- 
fully and pulled her off the porch. 
Sykes attempted to come to Jacobi’s 
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Oakland and have no right coming * 


to nice, quiet, all-white Santa Cruz 
trying to stir up trouble and talking 
about black people. 

Attacks have also come from white 
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aid when the pigs grabbed him and 
put him in a chokehold. Then, the 
cop pushed him on the ground and 
put his thumb i in Sres eeyo Sun agi. 


tating 


In the initial a they were 

charged with solicitation door to 

» there is no such 

` thing as a permit for solicitation on 

the books in the city of Santa Cruz, 

therefore it is not illegal. They were 
also charged with resisting arrest. 

Later another totally fabricated 
charge of fraud was added, but was 
dropped when challenged by the 
lawyer. In July, the State offered a 
plea bargain of three weeks in prison, 
a $1,000 fine and three years proba- 
tion. 

Although it never came out in any 
previous hearing the State again 
added a false charge, belatedly claim- 
ing with the plea bargain that Sykes 
and Jacobi assaulted a police officer 
and broke his thumb. 

Perhaps the pig broke his thumb 
while jamming it into Sykes’ eye. In 
any case it is an absolutely ridiculous 
charge that only represents the esca- 
lation of the State attack. 

Moreover, the State through the 
District Attorney is letting it be 
known that if the two go to trial the 
State will go for the maximum 
sentence of one year in prison. 

In addition to these overt State 
attacks on our movement; the mayor 
of Santa Cruz, Michael Rotkin, a 
white leftist, who ran on a “socialist- 


763-3342 
. . -to support programs for 
Black Power in Oakland 





both in our interest and our respon- - feminist” ticket has publicly attacked 

sibility to see that resources go to the the Uhuru Movement both in a city 

struggle for Black Power in Oakland. council meeting and in the press. 
Once up on the porch the cops This mayor prides himself on mak- 


began roughing up Harriet and Paul, 
pushing them around, and yelling, 
attempting as well to intimidate the 
North American man who up until 
that time had been very supportive 
to the Uhuru Movement. 

The pigs also stole $50 from the 
comrades, a fact which they dishon- 
estly deny, obviously having no 
intention of returning the money. 


ing Santa Cruz a “sanctuary” city for 
people from El Salvador, for winning 
a vote in the city council to send 
money to the government of Nicara- 
gua and urging the citizens of Santa 
Cruz at a rally to “go door to door to 
stop U.S. aggression against Libya.” 

This same mayor essentially called 
the APSC members “outside 
agitators” who ought to stay in 


bourgeois feminists in Santa Cruz 
who put out the slander of the rene- 
gades, two bourgeois feminist former 
African Propia So Party 


and who have spent the past six 
years doing nothing but slandering 
the APSP. 

The African People's Solidarity 
Committee recognizes first of all that 
these heightened attacks come from 
our not having built a campaign 
around the case of Kitty Reilly and 
Rick Ayers previously. 

As the black working class base of 
the Uhuru Movement is growing — 
not only in Oakland, but in St. 
Petersburg, Florida and Philadelphia 
— the U.S. government recognizes 
clearly its revolutionary threat inside 
this country. If they can isolate the 
Black Power Movement from North 
American solidarity and strategic 
alliance under the leadership of the 
African People's Socialist Party, then 
they can move more easily on the 
Black Revolution as the government 
did in the 1960s. 

The APSC is feeling now very 


“strongly the consequences of not 


having built widely around these 
cases — not only because these com- 
tades face completely unjust prison 
sentences, but because it is a most 
serious attack on the Black Power 
Movement and we have failed to do 
our part to secure this front. 

We plan to go ahead and take the 
trial for Jacobi and Sykes, and to 
build a widespread base of support. 
Working in Santa Cruz we have 
found a good base of support there in 
spite of white left opportunism that 
tends to dominate the city politics. 

It is understood by some that there 
is a real relationship between Oak- 
land and Santa Cruz, and indeed 
that is why we do work there. Santa 
Cruz is a white upper-middle class 
town that can “feel good” about 
being liberal while maintaining the 
class peace and things as they are in 
this country. 











A place like Santa Cruz is the 
white flight community for the 
slumlords of Oakland who take the 
money and run, then give a few 
dollars to Nicaragua to ease their 
minds. 

Tranquil, little Santa Cruz does 
not experience the daily reality of 
martial law, police murder and bru- 
tality, chemical warfare in the form 
of drugs, unemployment, infant 
death, substandard housing that 
thousands and thousands of black 
workers live with in Oakland and in 
cities all over this country. 

In fact, Santa Cruz exists in peace 
because of these conditions in East 
Oakland which has all of its 
resources drained out to white com- 
munities. And the mayor, the white 
left and the U.S. government alike 
want to keep it that way. 

Our goals as the solidarity organi- 
zation of the African People’s Social- 
ist Party is to do the work to build a 
movement to free these comrades. 
But we want to do more than this. 
We must raise up the essential ques- 
tions of this case as the true meaning 
of “free speech” of North American 
workers. 

We think that this case presents an 
excellent opportunity for North 
Americans to begin to come to grips 
with reality in this country. The fact 
is as soon as we step out of the role 
of white nationalist collaborator 
planned for us by U.S. imperialism 
we lose our right ts ab. 

As white a 


community and colonized peoples 
around the world and begin to stand 
with the Black Revolutionary Move- 
ment as being in our own genuine 
interest, then they try to silence our 
voices, and we begin to feel the brunt 
of U.S. military attack which the 
Black Power Movement has always 
experienced. 

We know from the community 
work that we do that there are many 
North Americans ready to do more 
than just give lip service to the 
Nicaraguan people by writing a letter 
to their congressman. 


There are those North Americans 
ready to deal with the realities of the 
vicious system of U.S. imperialism by 
taking a stand with colonized Afri- 
can workers right here, the force 
which has waged the consistent revo- 
lutionary struggle against our 
bourgeoisie. 

We do not yet have information on 
the trial date for Sykes and Jacobi, 
nor do we know who the judge will 
be, but we call on people who sup- 
port the Uhuru Movement to do the 
following: 

1. Write a letter of protest addressed 
“To the judge” and send to the 
Uhuru Solidarity Center. We will 
mail them in large numbers. 

2. Send us your name, address and 
phone number to be contacted for 
call-ins and write-ins. 

3. Set up an event with friends or 
contacts so that we can come speak 
to them. 

4. Raise funds or send donations 
for the defense fund. 

5. Get media coverage in you area 
about this case. 

Please address all correspondence 
to APSC, Uhuru Solidarity Center, 
1100 6th Ave., Oakland, CA 94606. 
Make check payable to: African Peo- 
ple's Solidarity Committee. 
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African People's Socialist Pz a 
and Win Support for the 
Second Party Congress! 


National Office: Uhuru House, 7911 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland, CA 94605 + (415)569-9620 


ild the Revolutionary Party of the Black Working Class! 











